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FIRST ANNUAL REPORT er spirit of the measure, we trust will be productive of 
Of the Bucks County Academy of Natural Science. | the most beneficial results. Some of our members are 
The Committee appointed to. make and publish the | now actively prosecutng thieir researches in accord- 
first Annual Report of the commencement, progress and | ance with this division of labor, and it is confidently be- 
present situation of the Academy, in obedience to a re- | lieved that others will be influenced by their example, 
solution adopted, and in conformity with a custom ob- | and by praise worthy ambition to contribute to the com- 
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taining in similar institutions, submit the following 
sketch :— 

In January, 1829, public attention was first called to 
the formation of a society for promoting the study of na- 
ture in this county by an Editorial paragraph in the In- 
telligencer. In February following, a number of public 
spirited gentlemen from different parts of the county, 


met at Doylestown, and resolved that it was expedient | 


to form such a society, and in the same month the draft 
of aconstitution was submitted and adopted. On the 
29th of April, following, officers pro tempore were ap- 


| mon stock of useful information, by judicous observa- 
tion and the careful treasuring, of natural objects. Many 
specimens, particularly of minerals hsve already been 
| obtained, and a taste for the study of the riches of the 
animal, vegetable and mineral kingdoms, has been wide- 
ily diffused. Owing to the want of a place specifically 
appropriated for the purposes of a Cabinet or Museum, 
we have not been sble to embrace in our collection, 
subjects of the animal and vegetable empires. Itis hoped 
| that the liberality of our c'tizens and the increasing im- 

portance of collections of odjects in the study of nature, 


pointed, and in accordance with the adopted draft of | will ere long authorize the appropriation of a room in 
the constitution, the first stated meeting of the Aca- | nome of our public buildings to supply this deficiency 
demy was held on the 25th of May, 1829; at which the ee that the increasing public spirit of the citizens of 
constitution was finally ratified and signed by twenty | Doylestown, will effect the same purpose in some other 
five members. The spirit which prompted a com- | mode. : 

mencement so promising, stimulated to active exertions | Having thus traced the general view of our labors 
for the purpose of surmounting the many difficulties | from the commencement to the present time—having 
which immediately presented themselves on the untried glanced at the greatest difficulty we have yet to provide 
field we were about entering. Very few of the mem- | for, and intimated the possible means by which that pro- 
bers had made themselves acquainted with even the ru- | vision may be made, we turn to the more particular de- 
diments of classification in any branch of natural history. | tails of the present situation of the Academy, which at 
An offer therefore, made by Jonathan C. Jones, one of | present occupies in common with the Doylestown Li- 
the youngest, but most zealous admirers of nature, be- brary, a room in the Union Academy, which is also of. 
longing to the Academy, to deliver an introductory pub- { ten used for various other purposes. ‘Two convenient 
lic address on the study of Botany, was gladly accepted | cases ate nearly filled with specimens, principally as 
which was carried into execution on the 6thof June, | above noticed of minerals. The Curators have just 
and thus a new impulse given to the zeal of those who | finished a scientific arrangement of the most valuable of 
were disposed to foster “the knowledge of things.” | these specimens, and the study of mineralogy may now 


We cannot refrain from here mentioning the immense 
loss sustained by the Academy in particular, and by the 
friends of science generally, in the premature deccase 
of this enterprising and amiable young man. We know 
we shall again awaken the unavailing sigh of sorrow, 
with those who had the pleasure of his personal ac- 
quaintance, and re-inflict the pang of disappointed hope 
on his bereaved relatives and friends—but we know also 
that the memory of their sorrows brings also with it the 
consolatory recollection of inestimable worth and never 
dying virtue. Before the next annual meeting, the 
Academy were called also to lament their loss by the 
death of John Moore, Esq. their first President. Thus 
deprived almost at the outset of two of their most valu- 
able and efficient members, it began to be feared that 
our strength would fail—but fortunately the example of 
Jones had pointed to the true path of successful pro- 
gress, and at the annual meeting in May, 1830, a series 
of introductory addresses on several departments of 
Natural History, was determined on. The gentlemen, 
to whom this task was assigned, labored diligently to 
acquaint themselves in a way to be useful—and by these 
means, a mass of information was obtained and spread 
abroad, which cannot fail of being highly useful in all 
our future operations;—and which tended immediately 
to keep alive the spirit of improvement that had actuated 
us atthe first.A division of the members into classes cor- 
responding with the objects of inquiry soon followed, 


which when duly appreciated and acted on in the prop- 
Vor, VII, 1 


| be methodically pursued with the advantage of having 
| the distinctive properties of minerals elucidated by re- 
‘ference to the Cabinet. Several valuable works have 
| been procured; and as the room is open every Saturday 
afternoon, for the use of the Library, we would suggest 
the propriety of our members taking that opportunity 
| for becoming acquainted with the characteristic differ- 
ence of mineral substances. It is in contemplation also, 
to construct a Geological column as fast as the materials 
| can be obtained, and many of them are already inthe 
| Cabinet, which will enable the student to embrace at 
| one view the whole theory of this important study. Two 
of our members are also prosecuting the study of Enfo- 
| mology, particularly with reference to those insects 
| which are injurious, and those which may be made use- 
| ful to husbandry and domestic economy. One member 
| has undertaken to collect information relative to the 
natural history of the most valuable fishes that frequent 
the waters of the county, among which the shad and 
herring will receive, as they deserve, a large of atten- 
tion. Several gentlemen commenced in the last sum- 
mer, the collection and preservation of plants for the 
purpose of forming a herbarium—they wil! probably 
during the present season be able to show a classified 
collection of plants, embracing all the classes and orders 
of a complete system of Botany, and also to describe the 
habitudes and varieties of the most valuable natives of 
the county. Should these reasonable anticipations be 
realized--and nothing but a reprehensible remissness on 
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part of our members can prevent their being realized | 
—we may look forward to our next stated meeting, as | 
one of peculiarinterest; as forming anew era in our 
hitherto somewhat obscured progress. Many of our 
members will have obtained considerable knowledge of | 
the particular subjects to which they have respectively 
devoted their chief attention. This knowledge they 
will be prepared to communicate, and explain by refer- | 
ence to well known objects, or to preserved specimens | 
of those which are more rare, or have been less subject 
to common observation. We ask in conclusion, to im- | 
press upon those of our members particularly, who have 
imposed on themselves the honorable obligation, of | 
starting forward in the race of science, that to them we 
look for the fulfilment of our flattering hopes—that dili- 
gence and attention will ensure success, and that their 
reward is sure. 

To our distant friends, who have taken an interest in | 
our establishment, we would express our grateful thanks, | 
From several we have received liberal donations and en- 
couraging advice. Jacob Pierce and Peter A Browne, 
Eeq. of Philadelphia—Joseph J. Lewis, Esq. of West- | 


Chester; Jacob Wagner, of Easton, and Janies Worth, | 


and Froman Manson, of this county—are particularly | 
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From the (London) Mechanics’ Magazine of April, 1831. 
AMERICAN SILK. 

Sir—Your readers will have probably observed the 
notice taken by Mr. Ewart, the ex-member for Liver- 
pool, (in the House of Commons, on the 15th of Februa- 
ry,) of the first importation of raw silk from the United 
States of America; and, likewise, a paragraph in the 
Times, of the 24th of February, on the same subject— 
a subject of sufficient importance to render a more de- 











tailed account interesting, to the numerous readers of 


your widely circulating journal. 

Mr. Duponceau, of Philade!phia, the President of the 
American Philosophical Society, with his usual fore- 
sight and patriotism, long since thought of the advan- 
tages that might arise to the United States, from ex- 
tending the culture of the white mulberry tree, and the 
propagation of the silk worm, for which the great va- 
riety of soil and climate prevailing in these states offer 
great facilities. But difficulties arose in preparing the 
silk for the market, which, for a long time, retarded the 


_accomplishment of his views. The earliest successful 


result was the manufacture in Connecticut, of sewing 
silk of superior fineness and strength. 
Mr. D’Homergue of Nismes, in France, paid a visit to 


entitled to remembrance and notice in our catalogue of | Philadelphia, and afforded Mr. Duponceau an opportu- 
the patrons of science in the best possible mode of pa- | nity of carrying his laudable designs into practice, by 
tronizing—by active and liberal assistance in aid of the | establishing a filature under bis direction; Mr. D’Ho- 
means of becoming acquainted with nature’s works, | mergue having previously managed one in Nismes, and 
from the works themselves. Highly valuable presenta: | seen a good deal of the culture and preparation of silk 
tions of specimens have been received from each of! in France, felt sanguine of its successin America. The 
these gentlemen, and from Mr. Brown especially, we | result of the first trial has shown, that their labours are 
have derived much of the knowledge we have attained | likely to be crowned with success, 

towards placing a proper value on the articles in our) It was not to be expected that the American opera- 
possession. ‘The desire to become acquainted with the | tive, first, employed in a new, and, to them, strange pro- 
natural productions of our country, which is manifested | cess, should turn out of their hands an article as well 
in various places, owes much of its force and intensity | prepared as that furnished by Italy or France, where it 
to the patriotic labors of this distinguished citizen—but | has been so long the staple of the country. Yet the 


we are aware that we should be doing injustice to his 
deserts, were we to ascribe this impulse as the chief 
benefit of those meritorious efforts, A yet greater public 





sample received has shown, that Mr. D’Homergue’s les- 
sons have been addressed to willing and apt scholars, 
who will, it is hoped, soon equal the reelers of France 





service is done by giving that impulse the most favour- | and Italy. 

able direction for the accomplishment of its object, and| It may now be stated, that an intelligent gentleman 
we yet hope the day will arrive and that right speedily, | has tried a sample of this silk, in the different process of 
when this direction will be generally pursued, and the | winding, throwing, and dying, and the result is highly 
study of the natural sciences, aided by ample collections | satisfactory—so much so, that he thinks a fine field is 


of natural productions, will become the basis and the 
support of an enlightened system of public education. 
When like the industrious bee, our children shall gath- 
er treasures from every flowery valley, and like the la- 
borious, finda mine of wealth in every barren hill. And 
when their intellectual labors, like those of the provi- 
dent insects, shall each day produce an immediate re- 
ward in the sensible increase of their stores of knowledge, | 
and a corresponding expansion of the mind in which 
those stores are received. 
H. MEREDITH, 
J. KELLY, 
E. WILLIAMS, 
The officers of the Academy for the year 1831, are: 
President—Wwa. H. Jounson. 
Vice President—Sotomon Waicat. 
Recording Secretary—A.sert Smita. 
Corresponding Secretary—Ev. Wi111aMs. 
Dr. J. S. Rica. 
James KELLEy, 


T'reasurer—Revr SamvuEt Aaron. 


‘ Committee. 


Curators— 


j 


The spotted Catterpillar has committed great ravages 
in Pennsylvania. Whole forests have been stripped of 
their leaves, The same reptile has been mischievous 
in Massachussetts on fruit trees. Some Horticulturists 
have shaken them from trees, and then tarred the 
trunks to prevent their ascending.—Hundreds have 


been found shortly afterwards halted in the tar. They 


seem to take to plum trees first. 


open for the culture of the article in America. In quali- 
ty, he considers it superior to India silk generally, and 
fully equal to that of Friuli or Trent. He had some of 
it dyed black, (the colour which most tries the silk,) 
and this it takes very well. He concludes by suggest- 
ing some improvements in the reeling, which a little 
more practice may soon effect. 

The present importation is a mere sample, being a 
very small package, and was produced (as the corres- 
pondent of the Times states) in Pennsylvania, and reel- 
ed from the cocoons in Mr. Duponceau’s filature at 
Philadelphia, under the directions of Mr. D’ Homergue. 
It has been submitted to some of the best judges in this 
country, who think it a very fair beginning. The tex- 
ture is finer than the Italian silk, and it produces a 
larger return from the same quantity of cocoons. 

Some silk, from the same filature, has been boiled, 
dyed, and woven into a very fine stuff in America, al- 
though not thrown, as they have no throwing mills at 
present there. 

Should the production of silk increase as rapidly in 
America as cotton has done, in the last thirty years, it 
will become an article of great consequence in our trade 

ith that country; the Americans sending the raw ma- 
terial, and taking back the manufactured article in re- 
turn, as is now the case with cotton. 

The white mulberry tree, and silk worm, are said to 
succeed in almost all the states of the union; and the 
7 can be brought forward at the time the former is 
in life. 

This subject has been taken up by a committee of the 
Congress, and strongly recommended by them to the 
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attention of the American government and country. | 


And any object that will promote the intercourse, or | 
strengthen the ties, between the two countries, is well | 
deserving the attention of both. 
Yours, &c. aie 
London, 26th March, 1831. 


From the Harrisburg Reporter. 


Amenican S1tk.—A very beautiful flag, manufactur- 
ed by Mr. D’Homencue, of Philadelphia, from silk the | 
growth and produce of this state, was (during the last | 
session] presented to the legislature, by Perer S. Dv- | 
PoNcEAU, Esq., accompanied by a letter from that gen- | 
tleman. The letter was referred to a committee in the | 


House of Representatives, consisting of Messrs. Inger- | 
soll, Read of Susquehanna, and Craft; and Mr. Ingersoll, | 
from that committee, made a very appropriate report, | 
accompanied by a resolution, that the flag be displayed | 
in the House, under the direction of the Speaker. 
Agreeably tothe resolution, the flag has been very taste- 
fully displayed over the Pennsylvania Arms in the rear 
of, and above, the Speaker’s chair, where it at once com- 
mands the attention and admiration of every one enter- 
ing the hall of the house. We think it a fine specimen | 
of the useful perseverance of its worthy donor, and a 
strong earnest of what may be expected from the cul- | 
ture and manufacture of silk in Pennsylvania hereafter. | 
The following is the letter and report of the committee. 
The report was unanimously adopted, 


Parrape para, Jan. 3, 1831. 
Sir—I take the liberty of presenting through you to 
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reeled, it cannot be exported abroad, nor manufactured 
at home into those fine stuffs for which we pay so large 
an annual amount to foreign countries. 

Having had the good fortune in finding in Mr. D’Ho- 
mergue, a person well skilled in that mode of preparing 
our native silk, either for exportation or home manufac- 
ture, I established last summer, under his direction, an 
experimental filature of ten reels, in which twenty wo- 
men were employed, in consequence of which, a mar- 
ket for cocoons was immediately opened at Philadel- 
phia, whither they were brought for sale from almost 
every part of the United States The farmers brought 
them from different parts of this state, and received 
cash for them, which they had never done before. They 


| were brought, it is true, in small quantities, but there is 


no doubt that the culture of silk will be thereby promo- 


{ ted, and that in the course of a few years, if this im- 


portant object shall receive the national encouragement, 
which a bill now before Congress gives reason to ex- 
pect, silk worms will be raised in great plenty all over 
Pennsylvania. The climate beiug peculiarly well adapt- 
ed to the cultivation of the mulberry tree, which will 
thrive even in our poorest soil, 

The flag, which I have the honour to send to you, is 
offered as a visible proof of the facts I have just stated, 
no silk stuff of the same kind has ever been made or ever 
attempted in this country, and none can be made with- 
out a perfect knowledge of the art of preparing the raw 
material. I beg you will be so good as to present this 
flag most respectfully, in my name to your honourable 
house, as a sample of a new and interesting branch of 
American manufacture; as a token of my high respect; 


the honourable house over which you preside, and of | and as a proof of my sincere devotion to the interests of 
offering to their acceptance, a Flag, bearing the colours | the state of Pennsylvania, which has been from early 
of the United States, and made entirely of American | youth my cherished home, and where, I hope, with my 
silk, by Mr. Join D’Homergue, of and in the city of| latest breath, to offer my Jast fervent prayer for her 
Philadelphia. happiness and prosperity. 

The texture of this flag is light and delicate; more so, I have the honour to be, 





perhaps, than it should have been, if my object were 
not, by this specimen, to show that stuffs of this descrip- 
tion may be manufactured in this country, from our own | 
native material. It is for similar stuffs, that we pay an- | 
nually to Europe a tribute of several millions of dollars, | 
considerably exceeding the amount that we receive for | 
all our bread stuffs. Hitherto, the silk that this country | 
produces, has been exclusively employed in making 
sewing silk, and a few stockings, gloves, and other like | 
articles of domestic manufacture, in which the best ma- | 
terial has been used, while elsewhere those articles are | 
made of imperfect cocoons, and of waste and refuse silk. | 
For more than twenty years, the inhabitants of a part of 
the state of Connecticut, have pursued this unprofitable | 





With the highest respect, 
Sir, your most ob’t humble serv’t, 
PETER 8S. DUPONCEAU. 
To the Hon. Freprericx Situ, Speaker of the House 
of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylva- 
nia. 
Report of the Committee. 
That this beautiful specimen of American agriculture 


and manufactures, carried through all its process in 


Pennsylvania, is a practical result of the-titmost impor- 
tance to the wealth and prosperity of the state. Its 
agriculture has long suffered from restriction to certain 
staples, of which the production has increased, while 
the foreign demand is greatly diminished. By the valu- 


system; and it is remarkable, that the silk districts, ) able experiments of Mr. Duponceau and Mr. D’Ho- 
which ought to be the richest in that state, are in fact | Mergue it is established that the climate, the soil, and 
the poorest. There is no market there for their co-| the waters of Pennsylvania, are eminently congenial with 
coons or silk balls, those who raise them are obliged to | the culture of silk, which, it is believed, may be culti- 


manufacture them themselves, or they will perish on | 
their hands. Nor can they find any cash price for the | 
articles they make, so that they must use them in their 
families, or dispose of them by way of barter, This 
system is fast extending itself, through the other states, 
and the only use that has hitherto been made of the co- 
coons in Pennsylvania, has been converting them into 
sewing silk, or coarse articles of domestic fabric. 

It is not that manufacturers of fine silk are wanting in 
the United States, we have them in this city, of every 
description, seeking employment, which they cannot 
obtain for want of new silk properly prepared. The 
art of making this preparation, which is called reeling, 
is not known among us, though it is generally, but most 
erroneously, supposed to be very simple, while, on the 
contrary, it requires much instruction and long practice 
and experience; and those who know, and would in- 
struct us in it, cannot without the greatest difficulty be 
procured from other countries. Without the knowledge 
of this art, it is impossible to employ our silk in a profit- 
able manner, for unless the raw material is properly 








vated with advantage throughout the United States. If 
so, this inestimable product must become a great staple 
of the country. Adverting to the fact that, but forty- 
six yeats ago, an American vessel, with cotton on board, 
was seized at Liverpool, under the impression that cotton 
was not the growth of America; and to the fact, that last 
year more than six hundred and forty thousand bags of 
American cotton were imported at that port, there is 
nothing unreasonable in the anticipation, that a similar 
development may attend American silk. 

In every country producing silk, it has become the 
fruitful means of industry and wealth. 

Every manufacturing country, incapable of producing, 
has spared no efforts to naturalize it. Added to the oth- 
er products of this state, and Union, its benefits must be 
incalculable: It leaves all other employments unimpair- 
ed, and affords domestic occupation to females and chil- 
dren, who may rear the cocoons, and reel them into raw 
silk. Many millions, as Mr. Duponceau states, are the 
tribute money paid for it by the United States to foreign 
countries. 
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From the increase of the coasting trade of Philadel- 
phia, which has nearly trebled itself within the last eight 
years, encouraging and unquestionable proof is afford- 
ed, that the agriculture, manufactures, and mineral 
wealth of the state, are in active and increasing demand. 
If, as is understood to be the case, vessels loaded with 
the coal of Pennsylvania, are destined to sail for France 
in the ensuing season, the foreign trade of the state may 
derive great augmentation from that source. Even the 
quantity of flour exported from Philadelphia to Europe 


has much increased of late; and wool bears better prices | 


throughout the country. 


With these flattering prospects, no aid, within the } 


power of legislation, should be withheld from the endea- 
vour to domesticate silk, and unite so important a staple 
to the others. In France, Italy, Flanders, Spain, and 


England, no wealth or honours were spared by govern. | 


ment, when the object was to cherish and reward the 


culture of this superior article, which, in all ages and | 


nations, from the earliest era to the present, has been in 
universal request and of the highest value. 

The flag presented by Mr. Duponceau is a proof of 

he natural and artificial resources we possess; and that 

in the practical skill of Mr. D’Homergue, the country 
enjoys the fortunate means of obtaining all the instruc- 
tion and demonstration necessary, for the complete at- 
tainment and indefinite extension of the difficult art of 
reeling silk, without which raw silk for manufacturing, 
or of the merchantable quality, saleable in foreign mar- 
kets, cannot be produced. 

The patriotic, disinterested, and most praiseworthy 
exertions of Mr. Duponceau to establish this art among 
us, entitle him to the gratitude of the state. They con- 
stitute another of the public services of a citizen whose 
career, beginning in the army of the revolution, and 
continued in the department of foreign affairs, after- 
wards distinguished by eminent accomplishments in ju- 
risprudence and other sciences, has exalted him to be- 
come the successor of Jefferson, as president of that 
philosophical society which was founded by Franklin. 
To the duties and distinctions of such a career, Mr. Du- 
ponceau, in the decline of life, superadds a noble effort 


to confer upon his country the inestimable advantages | 


of the introduction of silk, and to join that to the many 
honours of which his venerable years are full. 

The committee trust, that it will not be deemed in- 
appropriate to display this flag in the Hall of the Repre- 
sentatives of Pennsylvania, near the Speaker’s chair— 
the same that was once filled by the president of that 
immortal congress, which, in the city of Philadelphia, 
declared the independence of these United States. 

They, therefore, respectfully submit the foliowing re- 
solutions: 

Resolved, That the Representatives of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania accept, with great sensibility 
and satisfaction, the silk flag of the United States, pre- 
sented to them by Peter S. Duponceau, as an auspicious 
promise of national wealth and prosperity, and a proof 
of the patriotism of the distinguished donor. 

Resolved, That the flag be displayed in a conspicuous 
part of this House, under the direction of the Speaker; 
and that the Clerk be directed to communicate to Mr. 
Duponceau copies of these resolutions and report. 





AN ESSAY ON HYDROPHOBIA. 


An Essay on the Affections supposed to result from the 
Bites of Animals, and known by the appellation of Hy- 
drophobia. By J. C. Rousszav, M. D., member of se- 


veral learned socielies. | 


[Read before the Philadelphia Medical Society, March | 


AN ESSAY ON HYDROPHOBIA. 





[Juty 


roneous opinions and prejudices fast yielding to the in- 
fluence of strict, fair, and impartial investigation. But 
the romantic and wonderful, particularly when swelled 
with fabulous incidents, terrific relations, and descrip- 
tions of awful scenes, impart such a stimulus to the hu- 
man mind, that truth, in its simplicity under natural 
colours, can scarcely promise to create an adequate ex- 
_citement, for it is a well known truth, that it is much 
easier to awe than to persuade; and experience teaches 
us, that fear holds the sceptre over all nature. 

Instead of endeavouring to diminish the catalogue of 
human miseries, which has been and is daily swelling to 
an alarming degree, every one elbows forward through 
the crowd of innumerable writers, to throw in his mite, 
not only to enlarge the collection, but to render it more 
appalling. 

These reflections, I feel convinced, cannot be better 
applied than to the subject of the present essay, and I 
propose to give to it that serious attention which its im- 
portance merits. But if I am led to deviate from that 
| gravity, which from the predisposition of every one’s 
| mind in matters so unquestionably revered, I presume 
‘is anticipated, I hope my disquisition may be taken in 

its true sense and light, and from the whole, a judgment 
formed upon the whole. 

Than hydrophobia, no other disease, if, perhaps, we 
| except the venereal, has favoured the origin of more 
| fabulous reports, and created more terror in the mind, 

not only of the vulgar, but of the best informed classes 
| of society, from which I cannot even exclude the facul- 
| tys and, yet, without any solid foundation; for I may 
confidently assert, that there is not one in a thousand 
| that has ever taken the trouble to think seriously upon 
| this subject, and, not unlikely, even a smaller propor- 
tion that ever had the opportanity of witnessing the ef- 
| tects resulting from the bites of animals. 
| 


The whole of this matter rests, either upon vague re- 
ports, preconceived opinions, mistaken notions, or a 
| blind deference to authority. 
| But after an impartial and unprejudiced inquiry, and 
|a judicious examination of the accounts we have on re- 
| cord, it will be found that they are not only inconsistent, 
| incorrect, and perplexing, but, not unfrequently, shame- 
| fully exaggerated; and, in many instances, so visionary, 
| that no reliance can be placed on them. We are, in- 
deed, induced to believe that few of the writers have 
| witnessed with a placid eye the scenes they de- 
iscribe. Moreover, their sanative methods are so versa- 
| tile and incoherent, their remedies so terrific at times, 
30 insignificant at others, that we might well question if 
many of them had seen a single case of canine madness. 
Nevertheless an inconceivable bigotry of opinion, 
equal to party spirit obstinacy, pervades all classes, and 
presents insurmountable obstacles to the admission of 
the most evident facts, if they appear to militate against 
long established prejudices, and sanctioned medical 
creeds. 
All impartial inquiry is nof only hazardous but scarce- 
ly attainable. Regardless of communicating useful in- 
formation, or affording the balm of consolation, every 
report is calculated to perpetuate the prolific seed of 
terror; and it is a lamentable truth, that we are, at this 
| day, as much in the daik as our predecessors respecting 

the cause and true nature of hydrophobia. Why this 
name should have been exclusively selected to qualify 
a specific disease, supposed to result from the bite of a 
mad dog, is not very obvious; the dread of liquids being 
a symptom occurring in many diseases, where a morbid 


| excitement of the nervous system is predominant, and 


attended with constriction of the fauces. 
But it is not an easy matter to divest the human mind 


14, 1829.] | of prejudices once inculcated and rooted in by time, 
: “Je n'ai peur de rien plus que de la peur.”—Rabelais. | and afforded an inexhaustible source of romancing. In 


| this, however, we can see nothing more surprising than 
It is unquestionably a most gratifying circumstance, at | in the popular frenzy to run, not unfrequently, at the 


which every philanthropic mind cannot but rejoice, to | peril of life and limb, to see a fellow mortal Jaunched 
perceive, in the present era of science, the sway of er- | into eternity. 
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Having, however, seen cases, not resulting from a| few have become mad from the simple fear of turning 
bite, in which hydrophobia was one of the predominant | mad. 


symptoms; which observation is sufficiently confirmed I perfectly well recollect the son of a gentleman with 
by the testimony of others; it may not appear presump-| whom I was intimate, who, to the age of twelve and 
tuous in me, unbiassed by popular prejudices, which, | upwards, could not see the approach of a dog without 
altnough sanctioned by men of respectable authority, | being thrown into a fit; and it was not without much 
are not of a nature calculated to carry conviction—to | trouble, that, by keeping a dog in the house, his antipa- 
unfurl the standard of scepticism that others have hoisted | thy was at last conquered. 

before me. * Will it bite?” is a common question with children, 

Truth cannot be elicited by conjectures; facts are not | when a little dog or any other pet animal is given to 
to be established, still less supported, by vague reports; | them; not that they have heen bitten, but because they 
nor reason and judgment satisfied with good or bad | have been scared with it by their nurses, parents, play- 
names, contradictory declarations, and incredible stories. | mates, &c. Of all the scare-crows resorted to, to in- 
Admitting without discrimination,and propagating with- | timidate children, and force them to obedience, the dog 
out examination, have been the sources of all the er-| is the most common, and the stories of canine madness 
rors that have brought thousands to a premature end. | always comes very a propos. 

Disease is invariably a derangement in the constitu- Yet dogs are not sufficient to frighten all children. 
tion; but various agents being the cause of apparently | Some are very mischievous, and like to plague cats. 
the same disturbance, and the same cause being pro-| ‘* The cat will scratch you,” is then the cry, Still this 
ductive of different aberrations, the utmost circumspec- | will not do—children are not afraid of scratches. Wath 


tion ought to be used in pronouncing upon the origin | a little more trouble, and out of necessity, the disease 


of diseases. Sex, temperament, constitution, habits, | of madness has been stamped upon cats; and all the old, 


situation, occupation, seasons, former diseases, pertur- | and many new, wonderful stories have been heaped to- 


bation of mind, &c. &c. must, necessarily, vary the symp- | gether to swell the collection. But cats will not gneral- 


toms of the same disease, and become the cause of the | ly bite, then ‘* madness can be, and must be, and has 

diversity or identity of the morbid appearances, that | been communicated by scratches.” This is hard to be- 

have not unfiequently drawn the faculty into error. lieve, and, therefore, must be proven. ‘‘Cats lick their 
That bites, more commonly of dogs, because of their 


| pws,” as every person knows; and as it is the saliva of 
greater number, their particular habits and their dwelling | dogs that transmits the rabid poison, it must proceed 
among men, have in numerous instances proved fatal, | from the like source in cats. Accordingly, “by licking 


cannot be denied, but that those accidents have result-| their paws the saliva is deposited on them;” ergo, 
ed from a disease, inoculated by a specific virus gene- | “scratches can innoculate madiess!” 
rated in the mouth of the animal, under a particular; The above reasoning may answer tolerably well for 


morbid excitement, is merely a supposition, rather dis- | children; but we cannot help blushing to find such stuff 


proved than supported by facts, as we hope to be able | recorded by men in their proper senses. 


Yet, as such 
to prove as we advance in our inquiry. 


reasoning may be specious for some, who, like the onus 
Dogs being, in general, possessed of an uncommonly | Homerus, aliquando dormitant, we hope to be excused 
irascible temper, and naturally prone to bite, and some | if we take some notice of it. 

species being extremely ferocious, it is not at all sur | Animals in general, and particularly cats, that are re- 
prising that a general dread of them should be imbibed | markable for an uncommon degree of cleanliness, are 
in infancy, and retained in mature years; and this cir-| not very attentive to this characteristic quality, while 
cumstance must incalculably aggravate the conse-| suffering from disease. On the contrary, their filthiness 
quences of a bite, and may be productive of those | is the first apparent symptom of their diseased state, and 


very accidents that have been attributed to a specific | this arises from the circumstance, that they do not lick 
viris, 


| their paws. For it is not to be supposed, that these ani- 
The fact is daily confirmed by experience, that lace- | mals adopt this employment as a mere pastime; on the 
rated wounds are oftener than any other attended with | contrary, it is for the sole purpose of removing the dirt 


danger; and if we pay particular attention to those re-| that they have, with their paws, brushed from their 
sulting from bites, we shall find that, of all the injuries | heads. 


of that kind, they are the worst, from the compound| Since I have been led to speak of the ridicule that 
action, producing not only laceration, but contusion. ought to be cast on the popular tales, related at random, 
Moreover, if with these peculiarities we take into ac-| concerning canine madness, (and I am fully persuaded, 
count the state of perturbation created in weak and pre- | that too much cannot be done to doom them to a state 
judiced minds, by unexpected attacks of infuriated dogs, | of oblivion,) 1 beg to be indulged in prosecuting this 
we cannot but hesitate to sanction the idea of a rabid task a little further, not for the sole pleasure of exposing 
poison secreted in the mouth of the animal, under a par- | error, but with the hope of fostering the spirit of inves- 
ticular state of disease. Besides, it cannot be questioned, tigation, which I imbibed at an early period of my medi- 
that the saliva and teeth of a dog in perfect health may, | cal career. 

from the putrid and filthy substances on which the ani- PaLMaRIvs, an ancient writer, seriously informs us, 
mal not unfrequently feeds, acquire and harbour a de-} that the straw, on which some mad swine lay, commu. 
cided virulence, and become the source of the accidents, 


( nicated the same disease; and, risum tenealis, that a man 
that have for so long a time disturbed the peace of man-| who had become mad from the bite of a rabid dog, when 
kind. § 


4 | on the point of death, kissed his children, who, in a few 
All the well substantiated facts, indeed all the anoma-| days, were all seized with rabies, and died of it! ! 


lies characterising the maladies supervening on the bites | 





!  ¢ So much for plain truth—then comes the romantic; 
of animals supposed to be in a rabid condition, concur | such as men tearing and eating their own flesh, biting 


to prove, that the same symptoms have resulted trom} like dogs; or scratching like cats, when the disease pro- 
the bites of animals labouring under no kind of disease, | ceeded from the last. Others, quite composed, warn 
as well as from various injuries, not admitting the pos-| their friends not to come near, for fear they should bite 


sibility of any introduction of virus, being the conse- | them, and view, composedly, their appalling situation! 4 
quence of the mere mechanical agency of inanimate | We shall now cite from writers how long a time will 
bodies. 


be requisite to establish this incongruity of symptoms, 
I am fully convinced, and many sound observers will | 


am ful " From Lomntvs we learn, that seven years may elapse 
I think join me in the belief, that the terror propagated, | before the invasion of the disease. 


from generation to gencration, by the popular tales of} Monrcaeni relates a case, in which twenty years 


hydrophobia, has been the cause of more mischief than | elapsed between the bite and the appearance of the 
the pretended rabid poisdn itself, and that more than a/| disease. 


- 
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Borruaave mentions a case of the same description. specific virus. Andif we were to support this opinion, 


I have read of a case spun out to forty years. 
Other writers, however, fix the invasion of the disease 
at a very short period after the bite. 


how could we reconcile our belief with a number of 
well attested facts, proving that this symptom scarcely 


| happens once in thirty cases, whereas the bite has been 


Dr. Gray records a case in the West Indies, in which | inflicted by the same dog. 


death happened on the same day as the bite. 


Hydrophobia, [am pursuaded, is an extremely rare 


We might go further, but, for the sake of common | disease; and when its occurrence has not been preceded 


sense, must refrain. | 


After all the uproar created by this terrific malady, it 


might be supposed that no doubt could be entertained | 


as to ils existence; but, alas, of all the symptoms that 
have been recorded, not a single one can be called 
pathognomonic. Neither does any identity of symptoms 
characterize the disease in men and dogs. We have al- 
ready repeated the idle stories transmitted to us by an- 
cient writers upon canine madness, as communicated to | 
the human constitution; for this disease has never been | 
supposed to be spontaneously generated in man, 

We shall now narrate the general symptoms observ- 
ed in dogs: They look dull and stupid. 

They pant, keep their mouths open, hang out their | 
tongue, and discharge abundance of saliva. They re- | 
fuse food. They are thirsty, and do not drink. 

They look dirty. Their ears and tails hang down. | 
Some say they move slowly, others that they run faster | 
than ordinary, and in an irregular manner. 

It is nevertheless an accredited popular opinion, in | 
some places, that they go straight forward; and if you | 
move out of their way they will not hurt you; yet vari- | 
ous writers assert that they snap at and bite every thing | 
they meet with. | 

We find nothing but contradictions at every step of | 
our inguiry, as often as the authors have not copied from | 
one another. 

The tail between the legs, seems, however, to be the | 
most prominent symptom, and the most noticed in gene- | 
ral. itis that, also, which spreads terror and dismay | 
throughout all classes of people; although it be quite in- 
significant, and nothing more than an indication of fear | 
and timidity, observable in all dogs passing through a | 
strange neighborhood. 

It is, indeed, surprising, that we should have, to this | 
day, been satisfied with such contemptible data; and | 
still more astonishing, that no inquiry has been proposed | 
or encouraged, by premiums or otherwise, to ascertain | 
something respecting such a direful malady, the exist- | 
ence of which must rapidly come to be considered as ex- | 
tremely doubtful, if not entirely imaginary. 

What is rabies in animals? What is it in.men? 

Is it the result of a specific virus of canine origin? | 
Can it be productive of a particular disease in other ani- | 
mals and in men, by the simple application of the saliva | 
to some living part? 

Does the poison exclusively reside in the saliva?* Is_ 
inoculation by means of a wounded part absolutely in- | 
dispensable ?+ 
What is the nature of the wound produced by the | 
bite’ Does it secrete a poison of the same nature as | 


\ 


that secreted by the salivary glands, during the disease? | 


by the bite ofa dog, it is met with very little apprehen- 
sion, 

I have experienced it myself, after my recovery from 
a long illness, that had thrown me into such a state of 
morbid sensibility, that, not only water, but any thing 
else that could produce a tremulous motion on my eyes, 
or a shrill sudden sound on my ears, excited the most 
horrible sensations. 

I have witnessed it in many cases of cynanche, and in 
diseases of infants of various kinds. 

The disease was strongly marked in acase of destruc- 
tion of the epiglottis that fell under my care some years 
ago; until I contrived to introduce liquids into the sto- 
mach, by means of a piece of intestine of a chicken, 
swallowed at one end, while the other was kept fastened 
to one of the teeth of the patient, who was delighted to 
receive, as often as he was desirous, by means of the 
canula of an injection pipe, the liquids that were forced 
through it. 

It is not, Iam now convinced a terror resulting from 
the sight of water or of other liquids that barrasses the 
sufferers. It is, as many have confessed, the dread of 
having the liquids forced upon them, when they feel 
certain pains from former trials of their inability to swal- 
low,and call to mind the sufferings}they have undergone 
their exertions to accomplish an act that they were by 
rather desirous than reluctant to perform. 

This inability to swallow liquids generally proceeds 
from a constriction of the fauces; or from a too exalted 
state of irritability in the organs of deglutition; or from 
a rigidity of the epiglottis preventing the shutting of the 
trachea, in consequence of which the passage of liquids 
into that tube, on their way to the esophagus occurs. 

I have ascertained these facts by introducing my fore- 
finger into the fauces of the patient; and Dr. Witttam 
Suaw, an experienced and respectable physician of 
this city, has informed me of a case that fell under his 
care,in which the rigidity of the epiglottis was so great, 
that he could not press it down with his finger. The 
patients, who died with all the terror that the presence 


_ of liquids could excite in the mind in hydrophobia, re- 


peatedly assured him, that his fear was excited solely 
by the recollection of the agonizing fits of coughing, he 
had been thrown into by his first attempt to swallow 
some water; and that he would rather give up his life, 


| than run the risk of being again tbrown into the same 


predicament. 
[ To be continaed. } 


RAIL ROAD MEETING. 
At a large and respectable meeting of the citizens of 


Is it acompound effect of the laceration of the teeth Newtown and its vicinity, held pursuant to public no- 


and the particular quality of the saliva? 


| tice, at the house of Joseph Archambault on Saturday 


May not the saliva of dogs, under some peculiar cir- the 4th day of June——-Dr. Phineas Jenks, was called to 
cumstances, become poisonous without the animal being | the chair, and Peter Gwinner, appointed Secretary. 


in a state of disease? 
Why are the effects of the bite of a mad dog more 


promptly shown on animals than on men, as the reports 
assert them to be? 


{ 
{ 


The object of the meeting having been stated by the 
Chairman, it was on motion, Resolved, That Peter Gwi- 
ner, Samuel Snyder and Alex. Vanhorn, draft resolu- 
tions expressive of the sense of this meeting—who 


Why is not the dread of water a characteristic symp-| after having retired a short time, reported the following 


tom of rabies in dogs as well as in men?+ 


preamble and resolutions, which were unanimously 


Until these queries have been satisfactorily answered, | adopted:-- 


we cannot believe that hydrophobia is the result ofa 
* Pliny recommends the saliva of a mad dog for the 
cure and prevention of hydrophobia. 
*Dr. Vaugman tried to inoculate it without success. 


_ TA number of writers on this disease, are of the opin- 
ion that it is not. 


- 





Whereas, recent experience in England, has conclu- 
sively shown the superior advantage of rail-roads over 
all other kinds of improvement, in affording a more 
pleasant and expeditious mode of travelling, and offering 
greater facilities for the rapid transportation of the pro- 
duce of the soil to market. Every agricultural and 
manufacturing district have a deep interest in the con- 
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struction of rail roads. They may be constructed 

where it is not possible to command a supply of water for 

canals, and when constructed, the travelling upon them 

is not liable to be interrupted by the frost of winter, nor 

freshets in the summer. Rail-roads, branching in differ- 

ent directions through the country, will add much to | 
the convenience and prosperity of the citizens, It Is 
the opinion of this meeting, that there is no section of 
the country,through which a rail-road could be located, 
(more advantageously to the stockholders; or beneficial- 
ly to the citizens, ) than from Philadelphia through New- | 
town crossing the Delaware at Taylorsville, thence to 
New York. This is the most direct and shortest route 
between the two cities, ‘This road would pass through 
a delightful and fertile country affording at a moderate 
price all the materials for its construction—by this route 
there willbe no interruption by water, and no transfer | 
of passengers or mer chandize from cars to boats, until | 
they arrive at the Hudson, opposite New York, There- 


fore, 

Resolved, That the citizens of Bucks County and 
New Jersey, friendly to a rail-road on the route, meet 
at Taylorsville, on Saturday the 25th of June inst. for 
the purpose of taking into consideration the propriety 
ofa survey and scientific examination of the route, and 
such other measures as may be deemed expedient to 
promote the objectin contemplation, __ 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
signed by the Chairman and Secretary, and published 
in the papers of the county—The U. S. Gazettee, and 
the Hunterdon Gazette, published in Flemington, N. J. 
and such other papers as are friendly to the said object, 

PHINEAS JENKS, Chairman. 

Perer GwinneEr, Secrelary. 

Newtown, June 4th, 1851. 














RAIL ROAD MEETING, 


Pursant to public notice, a respectable number of the | 
citizens of the counties of Montgomery and Berks, met 
at the house of Samuel Thomas, at Swamp Churches, 
Montgomery county,on the 11th day of June, ult. when 
George Richards, Fsq. was appointed Chairman, and 
Major David Schall and John Jackson, Esqrs. Secreta- 
ies; after the object of the meeting had been stated, 
on motion the following preambles and resolutions | 
were read and unanimously agreed to: 

Whereas, There are now authorized the constructing 
of two Rail-ruads, the one beginning at Philadelphia and 
terminating at Norristown,in the county of Montgomery, 
and the other of them at Beaver Meadow Coal Region, 
in Northampton County, and terminating at some point 
on the Lehigh river, wherever thought most convenient. 
and whereas, other companies and authorities have ex- 
istence, to continue the route by Rail roads at the up- 
per end of the Beaver Meadow Rail-road to the north 
branch of the Susquehanna; and whereas, the said Rail 
road Companies leave wanting a link to connect the city 
of Philadelphia with the coal region and the north 
branch trade of the Susquehanna; and whereas, the 
most direct and best ground for laying the remaining 
link, to have an uninterrupted Rail road to the city of 
Philadelphia is beginning at Norristown, via Trapp, 
Swamp Churches,west branch of the Perkiomen, thence 
to some point or place on the Beaver Meadow Rail-road 
Company at Allentown; this wiil form the {first en- 
tire, and afford the shortest distance, best ground, and 
straightest communication of Rail road from the coal re- 
gion, direct to the city of Philadelphia, passing through 
a level, well cultivated country, and several extensive 
limestone and iron ore ridges, furnaces, forges,mills, &c 
and possessing all the requisite qualifications for suc- 
cessful Rail road operations. Therefore. 

Resolved, That this meeting take such measures to 
ensure the remaining link to be finished, by collecting 
the best information as early as possible, in examinin 
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the State Legislature for incorporating a company for 
the construction of said remaining link of Rail road com- 


munication from the Susquehania and coal region to 
the city of Philadelphia. 

Resolved, Thatin the opinion of this meeting, a dis- 
tance of about 40 miles Rail road will accomplish the 
object, via Trapp, Swamp Churches, West Branch of 
Perkiomen to the Little Lehigh, and thence to Allen- 
town. 

Resolved, That George Richards, Adam Mensh,Dan- 
iel V. R. Hunter, John Wagonhourst, David Schall, 
John Jackson, John Stauffer, Reuben Trexler, Thomas 
M. Jolly, Thomas J. Gross, Joseph Roger, Henry Gil- 
bert, George Miller, George Christman and Peter New- 
hard, be a committee to take such measures as they may 
deem necessary to further the views of this meeting, 
and hold communication with other companies and in- 
dividuals, whose ideas and views may become necesary 
for mutual and reciprocal advantages,and to call a meet- 
ings at any time whenever said committee see proper, 
and that said committee be authorized to collect sub- 
scriptions for defraying the expenses for locating said 
route, if by them theught necessary, 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
signed by the chairman and secretaries, and published 
in the papers of the counties of Montgomery, Berks, 
Northampton and Lehigh, and in the city of Philadel- 
phia, and in such other papers as are friendly to the ob- 


ject contemplated by this meeting. 


GEORGE RICHARDS, Chairman, 
Davip ScHAtt, 


¢ Secretaries, 
Joun Jackson, 


~ 


HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


The main object of the Editor’s visit to Philadelphia 
recently, was to obtain information relative to the nature 
and practical operation of the Horticultural Society of 
Pennsylvania, with a view to recommending the estab- 
lishment of one in Maryland. If he believed in the ex- 
pediency of one before, he has now become convinced 
of its necessity. The beneficial tendency of such asso- 
ciations must have been apparent to every one who vis- 
ited the exhibition in Philadelphia. Their benefits are 
not confined to any particular class of citizens; but the 
whole community are directly interested in them. The 
dissemination of horticultural knowledge; the improve. 
ment of vegetables, fruits, and flowers and the introdue- 
tion of new and valuable varieties, are the objects to be 
attained by horticultural societies. And are these ob-« 
jects matter ofindifference to any citizen? Surely not, 
Every new vegetable or fruit, and every improvement 
of either, ministers directly to the comfort and well be- 
ing of mankind; for although we may have had enough 
before, (which is not the case,) it at least increases our: 
variety and diminishes our liability to deprivation. But 
on this point argument is deemed unnecessary; the utili- 
ty of such improvements, we believe has never been 
doubted; and the only question at present is, will the 
formation of a Horticultural Society effect these objects? 
For ourselves we have no doubt of it. Andin this we 
are not left to conjecture, nor to the deductions of 
theory for our conclusions—we have the results of Eu- 
ropean societies, and several in the United States before 
us all. There is scarcely a table, or an orchard, ora 
garden in the Union, but daily bears testimony to the 
good effects of horticultural societies, either American 
or foreign. We taste them in our improved vegetables 
and fruits; we see them in our beautiful flowers and 
shrubbery; they give-a zest to our viands, decorate our 
walks, and emit sweet perfume in our evening arbors. 

Another object to be attained by a horticultural so- 
ciety, is the cultivation and diffusion of a taste for flow- 
ers; nor is this a matter of trifling consideration. Were 
we requiredto tame the ferocious spirit of a Gibbs, we 


g | would confine the monster amid the luxuriant fruits and 


the aboye route in order to make an early application to | beautiful fhowers, and compel him to inhale the odours 
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of a fine garden-—nothing distrustful of our ability to ac- 
complish the task. It may have happened, but we have 
never yet heard of any of the numerous personal con- 
flicts that have given such a character of ferocity to 
huinan nature, having originated in agarden, and when 
we consider the great number of public gardens in Eu- 
rope and America, and the multitudes that resort to 
them, we may be allowed to attribute this absence of 
the evil spirit to the peculiar influence of the place. It 
is by no means uncommon for us to hear of duels and 
other personal conflicts originating in almost all other 
places of resort; butina garden never. The cultivation 
then of a love of flowers and of gardening generally, 
seems tobe one of the best if not the most efficient 
means of mollifying the human mind, and it should be 
encouraged by every philanthropist and every patriot. 
The best meass by which we can do so,we repeat, is the 
establishment of horticultural societies for the encourage- 
ment of improvements in gardening, and the diffusion 
of a taste for flowers and shrubbery by public exhibitions. 
Hundreds of persons became admirers of flowers at the 
exhibition in Philadelphia, who,we are persuaded,never 
before scarcely gave themathought. They had noidea 
that there were such things in the world. This was 
plainly apparent from the numerous questions asked as 
to the names of the most common plants and what they 
would cost; and we have no doubt that that exhibition 
caused the sale of hundreds of dollars worth of plants 
that would not have been sold under other circumstan- 
ces, But even if there were no such good effects to fol- 
low, we would urge the propriety of such exhibitions in 
every city and town in the Union asa most delightful 
and wholesome recre tion to the inhabitants,from which 
the possibility of immoral tendency is excluded.— Balt. 
American Farmer. 





THE SWALLOW. 

A few weeks since, Charles Miner, Esq. (who is now 
on a visit to this place) favoured us with a communica- 
tion on a species of Swallow, that has recently migrated 
to Wyoming Valley.* We have received from Doctor 
Mease, of Philadelphia, a very interesting letter upon 
this subject, which we take the libert, to publish. The 
bird of which it speaks has excited the curiosity of many 
of our citizens, who, no doubt, will be highly gratified 
by a perusal of the letter. — Wyoming Democrat. 


Partapetpuia, 14th June, 1831. 
Gentlemen—I am so much gratified by the notice ta- 
ken by “A Lover of Nature,” in a late number of your 
paper, of the appearance of the “Fulvous, or Cliff Swal- 
low,” in your vicinity, that 1 cheerfully comply with the 
general request made by your correspondent, by send- 
ing some facts respecting these interesting strangers. 
These birds were first described, but imperfectly, by 
a French naturalist, M. Veillot, in his work on the birds 


THE SWALLOW—LEWISTOWN. 
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Red Bank, Ohio; and it was yesterday noted in one of 
our city papers (Poulson’s), that they have fixed them- 
selves in Hampshire county, Massachusetts, “ within a 
few years.” I may mention, by the way, how useful it 
is to publish accounts connected with natural history in 
the country papers, and how much the science is thus 
promoted. ‘The Hampshire editor says, he was induced 
to notice the domestication, or appearance of the Cliff 
Swallow, in consequence of seeing the account you pub- 
lishea “ of a lover of nature,” inserted in Mr. Poulson’s 
paper. As the Cliff Swallow, in common with its con- 
geners, lives on insects, | presume I need not advert to 
the peculiar claims it has to the protection of the farmer, 
and hope they will be permitted ‘to increase and mul- 
tiply.”’ I am, respectfully, 
JAMES MEASE. 











LEWISTOWN. 


Lewistown at present contains a population of seven- 
teen hundred ani fifty-two inhabitants,being an increase 
since 1820, of one thousand. It is situated West of 

| Philadelphia 153 miles, of Harrisburg 55; and East of 
| Pittsburg 154 miles; and its natural advantages are sup- 
| posed to be superior to any other place on the canal, 
| between Philadelphia and Pittsburg. The town stands 
| on a beautiful and elevated spot, on the northern side 
of the Juniata and Kishacoquillas creek, immediately 
at the confluence of the latter, the mouth of which, 
forms one of the finest and safest harbors for boats, 
that can be conceived of—and on which, there are a 
number of spacious store houses erected. The Kisha- 
coquillas has its source within a few miles of Lewistown, 
and rises from springs in Kishacoquillas valley; and 
being free of ice in the severest winters, it affords a 
most advantageous water power for manufacturing pur- 
poses. At present there are a number of excellent 
merchant mills on this stream which do a large business, 
and there are numerous sites within five miles of Lew- 
istown for water works of every description. Lewis- 
'town derives many advantages fram its location on the 
| Juniata river and Pennsylvania canal, which render it a 
| place of very considerable deposit for a large northern 
district of country. It unites all the trade of the large 
‘and fertile valleys of Kishacoquillas and Penns-valley— 
| Ferguson’s and Dry valley’s, and a great portion of Nit- 
| tany and Stone valley’s, Also a considerable trade is 
| carried on between Bellefonte—the important iron man- 
| factories of Centre county and this place. Merchandize 
| from Philadelphia has been, and will be consigned to 
| this place by the canal, which will be transported by 
| wagons to Erie and all the intermediate places in the 
northern ‘part of the state, ata great saving in the ex- 
pense of transportation, compared with what it was by 
| wagons the whole distance. 
| Although a mountainous country around Lewistown, 


| 
| 


of North America, published in Paris, in 1807. He first | which affords the finest and most lively scenery in the 
saw them in a small flock in St. Domingo, and again in | world; our valleys are most fertile and productive, par- 
the possession of another naturalist, who had brought ticularly in the important staple of wheat. Some idea 
specimens from Porto Rico. The best description 7 of the present trade of Lewistown, may be arrived at 
them is in the account of Col. Long’s expedition to the | from the fact, that upwards of fifty arks have descend- 
Rocky Mountains. Charles Bonaparte describes and ed the river from this place this spring, containing flour, 
figures both birds and nests, in the first volume of his | wheat, whiskey, iron, blooms, pig metal, &c. each ark 
American Ornithology. De Witt Clinton, and Mr. Au- | averaging about 400 barrels of flour or forty tons, and it 
dubon, also notice them in the first volume of the An- | is estimated, that a much larger amount has gone down 
nals of the Lyceum of New York. Mr. Clinton’s paper | the river, and through the canal by boats. Our iron 
was read before that association in the year 1824, and | manufactories consist ofa forge and furnace owned by 
he states that they first made their appearance [in New | the Messrs. Norris’ within twoand a half miles of Lewis- 
York] at Winchell’s tavern, between White Hall and | town, which are in active operation; a furnace owned 
Lake Champlain, in the year 1817. The nests increased | by Messrs. Reid and Thompson, nine miles from Lewis- 
from one, in that year, to seventy in the year 1822, | town, in full blast; and David W. Hullings, Esq. having 
Since that time they have continued to increase, and the | purchased Elizabeth Furnace, six miles from Lewistown, 
birds have extended themselves to Fort Miller, Dela- | 1s resuscitating that establishment and giving it a radical 
ware county, and Balston, in New York. He mentions | repair; and we learn that it will soon be in blast. We 
that they are also found in Newport, in Kentucky, and , have a large bason on the canal, on which are being 
—_ ———_—— | built new and spacious warehouses. The business 

done on the canal the present season, and before the 





-_ 


See Register, vol. vil. page 349. 
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THE LETTINGS. 9 


canal can be expected to be permanent in its banks, is / line, with many of my disappointed contractors, it was 


asure presage of the large amount of business which 
will be done upon it the next year. Owing to 
the great ice flood in the Juniata this spring, which did 
considerable injury to the canal in the narrows, it was 
not in operation till about the 11th of April; yet there 
were taken at the collectors office at this place $548 94 
in the month of April; $900 20 in the month of May, 
and the month of June promises handsome receipts. 
We might goon and enumerate the numerous ad- 
vantages which Lewistown combines independently 
of those we have mentioned—the improvements—the 


number of stores—the daily and tri-weekly mails which | 


arrive and depart in different directions, &c. &c., but 
enough has been said for the present; we may at some 
future time, when we have more leisure, advert to the 
subject. 

But many reasons might be assigned to induce stran- 
gers to make Lewistown, not only a healthy, but a pleas- 
ant and fashionable place of resort. We have stated 
that the scenery around is the finest in the world, a fact 
that will not be controverted by any who have seen it. 
We here breathe the pure mountain air; our streams 
abound with fish of the choicest kind, particularly the 


trout, which are to be found in spring streams, and 


which afford the angler so much amusement in taking 
them; our forests are filled with game of every descrip- 
tion; and Milliken’s serine,* which is ascertained to pos- 
sess all the medicinal qualities of the Bedford water, 
operates as a balm in the cure of many maladies; par- 
ticularly bilious complaints, &¢.—Eage. 


THE CANAL. 


We have been favoured with the following statement, 
in relation to the division of canal from Huntingdon to 
Hollidaysbarg—the letting, &c. 

** As an account of this line may prove interesting to 
your readers, } will give you a short and hasty account 
of it. The new location commences at the termination 
of the Huntingdon division, immediately above the town 
of Huntingdon, and continues parallel to the river (or 
nearly so) for the whole extent—which is forty miles, 


divided into seventy-three sections of unequal lengths, | 
The descent | 


according to their respective locations. 


from Hollidaysburg to Huntingdon is three hundred and | 
thirty feet; this ascent or descent, as the case may be, is | 


overcome by forty-three lift-locks, and eight guard locks. 


The lift locks, in their constructicn, are similar to the | 
When | 


wood and stone locks of the lower division. 
practicable, the locks are made to answer the double 


‘evident that the interest of the state was paramount, 
| still he had an eye to the protection of the property of 
| private individuals. 

{ ‘*Itis thought, by all who can at all estimate such 
| works, that the whole division will not exceed in cost 
| $600,000. _ 
| THE LETTINGS 

| At Williamsburg, Huntingdon county, June 1st. 

| DAMS. 

| No. To whom allotted. No. To whom allotted. 

| 2 Smith, Furbush & Co. | 9 Brown,Chamberlain&Co 
| 3 Fininger, Bell & Co. {10 Boyer and Steedman 

| 4 George Tomb ‘11 William Morrison & Co. 
| 5 Long, Brown & Law. /|12 Casper Dull 

| 6 Fininger, Bell & Co. 13 Leshe, Snodgrass & Co. 
| 7 Kilean, Epley & Co. 14 Arnold, Jack & Co. 

8 Shannon, Bucher& Portei| 

LOCKS. 

No. To whom allotted. | No. To whom allotted. 

| 1 Samuel Kelly 24 Pearce and Galbraith 

| 2 Timothy Grady 25 Arts and Dobbins 

| 3 Do, 26 Thompson Landis 

| 4 Brown and Chamberlain|27 Brown and Chamberlain 
| 6 Do. do. 28 M’Ginley and Co. 

| 7 Barney O’Friel & Sons |29 R. and H. Sutton 

8 Thompson Landis 30 Skillinger Hawkenburg 


| 9 Barney U’Friel & Sons {31 Do. 

| 11 Smith,Patterson & Dicky|82 T. Bucher 

| 12 Richard Workison 33 Do. 

} 13 Do. 34 Reed and M’Crea 
| 14 Do. 35 Do. 

| 15 Barney O’Friel & Sons |36 Jones and Wilson 
(16 Long, Brown & Law (37 H. F. Tammany 
| 17 Davis and Brown 38 Do, 

| 18 Brale and Curtis 39 Do, 

| 19 Furman Bucher 40 Do. 


| 20 Culbertson and Peacock/41 Arnold, Orr and Jac« 
| 21 Hopkinson and White |42 S. and W. Kelly 
| 22 Do. do. |43 H.F, Tammany 


| 23 Pearce and Galbraith 
GUARD LOCKS. 


| No. To whom allotted. No, 


To whom allotted. 
1 Brown, Chamberlain & | 5 Smith and Patterson 
Law 6 Sutton, White& Andrews 
2 Smith, Furbush & Poor | 7 Sutton, White, M’Crea & 
4 Law, Bevans & Co. Keed 


{ 
FARM BRIDGES. 
Neligh, Lots & Andrews, Nos. 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 


24, 25, 26, 27, 34, 35, 36, 38, 39. George Young, No. 


purpose of liftand guard locks. Those who are con. | 37. 
sidered capable of forming the most correct judgment, | CANAL. 
estimate the cost of lockage on this division, at the rate Sect. ‘To whom allotted. —|Seet. To whom allotted, 
contracts have been taken, at not exceeding $100,000, | 1 ({ncluding the Basin at/22 Christian Appleton 

‘* There will be fourteen dams—the plan represents | Hollidaysburg) William} 23 Do. 
them of ciib work, filled with stone. The highest of | Bradley 24 Patton and Cronel 
these will be twenty-seven feet; and the cost of the 2 Collins and Barnes 25 G. W. Trout 
dams contemplated will, in amount, nearly equal that of | 3 William B. Sullivan 26 James Sheridan 
the locks, The canal crosses the Juniata eight times— | 4 T. Gridley 27 Hammondand Leighten- 
twice by aqueducts, and six times by tow path bridges, | 5 Gridley and Roberts thaler 
The small bridges upon this line are numerous; and, | Do. 28 Thurlow and Robinson 
what is rarely to be met with in the annals of canaling, | 7 H. Charles 29 John Atkinson 
in the division of forty miles there will be but one cul- | 8 Jones, Hemperly & Co. |30 Do. 
vert. There will be about fifteen miles and a half of | 9 Book and Fergeson 31 Shott and M’llvaine 
slack water—the towing path will be ten feet above | Do. 32 James Burkey 
bottom, cut off from the bluff; the excavation of which | 11 Pat. Brannon 33 William Kirk 
is thrown over, to protect the face of the work and save | 12 M’Namara and O’Connérj34 M’Clelland and Snyder 
the expense of a wall. 13 Habawant and Best  |35 Polly and Draper 

‘* No damage is done to either of the four iron works, | 14 Mullin and Brotherton |S6 Ruswell and Donning 
near which the canal passes, and I understand there is 15 Ro Idy M’Laughlin : 37 J. and E. Ferrell 
but ove solitary complaint of damaze by the canal; and 16 Mills,Kephart & Sullivan/38 Vanhorn and O’Conner 
even in this case, in the end, it will prove an advantage | 17 Killing, Donning & Tombi39 Henry Hirst 
instead of an injury. Phe location justly reflects great 18 O'Neal and Henzy 40 J. and J. Nowland 


credit upon the engineer; and as 1 trudged along the |19 Pat. Kearney 41 Polly and Draper 
—____—___——_ | 20 Harvey, Stecies& Co. {42 Laughlin and M’ClIain 


21 J. and C. Waldron 43 Do. 











*See Register, vol, vi. page 140. 
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GOVERNOR WOLF’S VISIT. 





To whom allotted. |Seet. To whom allotted. 


44 F. Burk 59 Daniel Burk 

45 Entriken and Sipes (60 Wendrem and Shields 

46 Kelly and Quinn 61 William Marlott 

47 Peacock and Richardson'62 Wendremand Shields |} 

48 Lenegan, Priestley and 63 Do 
O’Niel 164 Gen. John Thompson | 

49 John Thompson 65 M’Connell and Burkey | 


50 Ball and Elliott '66 Richardson,Swoop & Co. 


Sect. 








51 Graham, Garber & Co. |67 Do. 
52 Do. \}68 Kennedy, Stewart & Co. 
53 Jones,Hemperley& Hoyt 69 Do. 


54 Mick M’Cormick 70 Lappen and Smith | 
55 L. Bancraft 71 B. O’Friel & Sons 

56 Neligh, Ruts & Co. 72 Arnold, Jack & Orr 
57 M’Farland and Whittlery|73 W. J. and J. M’Coy. 


58 J. and E. Ferril 





No. To whom allotted. |No. To whom allotted. 


1 Richey, Ackley, Sinton &/19 C. Cortright, 3d,& Frink | 


Shaffer 20 Stark and Apple 
2 Do. 21 James Stark 
3 James S. Wilson 22 Sterling, Chahoon & La- 
4 Do. 


5 Diliy and Deerhart 

6 James D. Gallup 

7 Sills and Hammond 
8 George Behe & Co. 
9 R. J. and I. Inman 


23 Ebenezer Brown 
24 J. Blanchard, Lathrop & 


25 Scott and Goodenough 
26 Do. 


10 John M’Cormick 27 

11 Do. 28 Smith, Patterson, Dickey 
12 Oliver Helme & Co. & Co. 

13 Rudolph and Tracy 29 Sterling, Chahoon, La- 
14 Azariah Davis ning 


15 Finch and Dana 
16 Alfred Bishop 


30 R. Dillman 
31 Solomon Brown 


Allotments of Work on the Wyoming Canal. | 


ning | 


Blanchard | gistrate of this extended and flourishing state, who has 








& Co. | 


On Saturday night last the Governor accepted of an in- 
vitation to pass a few hours with his fellow citizens at 
the house of General Stewart—where a large number 
of ladies and gentlemen attended. The evening went 
off in the most agreeable manner. 

The Governor and his company left here in a Steam 
boat yesterday, about ten o’clock, for Economy and 
Beaver,accompanied by several ladies and gentlemen of 
this city. He proposes to return this evening, and to 
leave this to-morrow tor Erie. 

The following correspondence took place between a 
number of citizens friendly to the Governor, and his 
Excellency, in relation to a public dinner proposed to 


| be given to him. 


Pittssore, June 10, 
To his Excellency, George Wolf, Esq. 


The undersigned, your friends and fellow citizens of 
the city of Pittsburg, desirous to embrace the opportu- 
nity afforded by your visit tothe Western Emporium of 


| our Commonwealth of evincing their high sense of your 


individual merits and public services, respectfully in- 


| vite you to partake of a public dinner, at the Pittsburg, 


Hotel, on Saturday the 12th instant, at three o’clock 
P. M. 


We seize the occasion to testify our sincere and lively 
| pleasure at beholding in your person the first Chief Ma- 


during his official term, surmounted the barrier of the 
Allegheny mountain, to satisfy himself by his own per- 
sonal observation of our progress in commerce, arts and 
manufactures, and to understand more fully and practi- 
cally the connection, extent and utility of the great sys- 
| temof public improvement so successfully prosecuted 

under your administration. We further hail this visit as 
evidence of the increasing interest manifested in the 
East for the growth of the West, and tender to your 


17 Hodge, Hicks & Dows /|32 Stephens, Mallary & Goff | Excellency our respectful acknowledgments for having 


18 Butler,Bennett & Sexton 33 Lewis W. Hubbard. 





furnished an example worthy the imitation of your suc- 
LOCKS. cessors. Such visits we feel assured will tend to draw 
No. 1 Sterling, Chal. eon, Laning & Co. | more closely together the ties of social intercourse and 
2 Do. do. do. do. | secure the prosperity of the great interests of Pennsyl- 
3 Hodge and Daring. | vania. 
4 Do. do. | With sentiments of respect your ob’t serv’ts. 


5 Bancroft and M’Curdy. 


GOVERNOR WOLPF’S VISIT. 
Pitrrssvure, June 14, 

His Excellency Governor Wolf, Gen. Spangler, Jesse 
Miller, Esq. senator from Cumberland and Perry coun- 
ties, Henry Welsh editor of the Harrisburgh Reporter, | 
and parts of their respective families, accompanied by | 
Samuel Jones, Esq Mr. Klingensmith of Armstrong | 
county, and several other gentlemen arrived in this city 
in a canal packet boat from Blairsville, on Tuesday last. | 
The Govert.or and suite were provided with apartments 
in the Pittsburg Hotel, kept by Mr. Griffith; and he was 
waited on by the citizens, with every demonstration of 
respect and attachment. The Governor availed him- 
self of a portion of his time tosee the manufactories and 
improvements of our city; and expressed the utmost 
satisfaction at the evident prosperity of the Western 
Emporium. The Governoy’s expectations with regard 
to Pittsburg, have been more than realized. He was 
happy to see the vigourand effect with which the ani- 
mated efferts of the citizens of the ‘*Western Work- 
shop” were presented—and he contemplated with 
pleasure the brilliant prospect which is before us, He 
visited the U. S. Arsenal—the country seat of the Hon. 
William Wilkins, and the houses of several of our fel- 
low citizens. His urbanity of manners and the intelli- 
gence and variety with which he entered into promiscu- 
ous conversation attached him still more closely to his 
old friends and procured him new ones. We can safely 
assert that the Governor will be the most respected 
where he is the best known. 


| Anthony Beelen, 


| William Wilkins, 
| Geo. Miltenberger, 
| N. P. Fetterman, 
| John Gallagher, 


James S. Cratt, 
K. T. Stewart, 
John Fowler, 
P. Mulvany, 

P. Doran, 


| Ross Wilkins, George Ogden, 


John Arthurs, 
Francis Bailey, 

S. Jones, 

Benjamin Bakewell. 


Samuel Keller, 
George Darsie, 
James C. Cummins, 
Leonard S. Johns. 


REPLY. 
Pittspure Horet, 
City of Pittsburg, June 10. 
GENTLEMEN :~—Your note of this date inviting me to 


| partake ofa public dinner at the Pittsburg Hotel on 


Monday the 13th inst. at three o’clock, P. M. has been 
received,and I will avail myself of the earliest opportuni- 
ty to say to you in reply, that however gratifying this 
flattering mark of kindness and respect, coming as it 
does from so respectable a portion of my friends and 
fellow citizens of Pittsburg, may be to my feelings as an 
individual, lam nevertheless constrained, as well by the 
considerations which have heretofore governed me on 
similar occasions,as by the circumstances which prompt- 
ed my present visit to the great and flourishing section 
of Pennsylvania, lying west of the Allegheny Mountains, 
to decline your very polite invitation, 

1 have long entertained an earnest desire to visit the in- 
terior of my native state, and more especially that inter- 
esting portion of it which I have just passed on my way 
to your flourishing and highly prosperous city, to 
witness, for myseif, its general improvement and grow- 
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ing prosperity; to mark its progress in Commerce, Arts, 
and Manufactures, and to understand more fully and 
practically from personal observation the connection, 
extent, and probable utility of the great system of pub- 
lic improvement now in progress within the common- 
wealth. That desire has been in part realized, and the 
result has been of the most cheering and gratifying char- 
acter. The representations which have been made,and 
the descriptions I have seen in reference both to the im- 
provement of the face of the country generally, and to 
the public works, in my estimation, fall far short of the 
reality. For my visit to this section of the state I can 
claim no merit. It was a duty, growing out of the rela- 
tion in which I stand with the public improvements of 
the state, the performance of which could not be omit- 
ed in justice to myself or the public; and I am free to 
confess that if there has been an obligation imposed any 
where, the kind reception I have met with—the hospi- 
tality and friendship I have received, and the many flat- 
tering civilities and attentions which have been extend- 
ed to me by the citizens of Pittsburg during my stay at 
this place, have placed it entirely on my side. 

If evidence of the increasing interest felt in the east 
for the growth and prosperity of the west had been 
wanting,it might have been found in the spirit of liberali- 
ty and patriotism with which the system of Internal im- 
provement was met and sustained by the people of the 
east, with a view to secure that mutual intercourse, com- 
merce and reciprocity of interests, between the east and 
west, which would ensure the prosperity of both, and 
which the line of communication by means of canals and 
railways will not fail, when completed, most effectdally 
to accomplish. 

My visit to this western portion of the state had no 
other object I assure you, than that of acquiring infor- 
mation in relation to the state and its improvements, by 
personal observation. Should it, however, be the 
means of producing to the commonwealth and its citizens 
the good consequences you mention, it would afford 
me unspeakable satisfaction and delight. 

Be pleased, gentlemen, to accept assurances of un- 
feigned friendship and respect. GEO. WOLF. 


Messrs. William Wilkins, James S. Craft, Geo. Mil- 
tenberger, R. R. Stewart, N. P. Fetterman, John Fow- 
ler, Jotun Gallagher, P. Mulvany, Anthony Beelen, P. 
Doran, Ross Wilkins, George Ogden, John Arthurs, 
Samuel Keller, Francis Guiley, Geo. Darsie, S. Jones 


James C, Cummins, Benjamin Bakewell and Leonard 
S. Johns. 





Beaver, June 23d, 1831. 


In our last we promised to furnish our readers with | 
the letter of invitation to his Excellency the Governor | 


of the commonwealth, to partake of a public dinner, 
with a number of the citizens of Beaver county, at the 
house of Col. Vera, in Beaver, on ‘Tuesday the 14th ult. 
But his excellency declined the invitation, for reasons 
given in his answer to the invitation.—Beaver Republican. 


To his Excellency George Wolf, Esq. Governor of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 


The undersigned, citizens of the towns of Beaver, 
Fallstown and vicinity, in behalf of themselves and a 
number of their fellow-citizens, are happy in express- 
ing their gratification in beholding for the first time a 
Governor of this great and powerful commonwealth 
arriving amongst them, for the purpose of examining 
the present state of improvement in the county, and 
character of the contemplated public works about to 
be commenced within our borders. 

A personal inspection of the western section of the 
commonwealth, can only realize a just conception and 
true estimate of its importance and advantages. 

The county in which we reside, possesses great nat- 
ural advantages; among which are those of a fertile soil 


WOLPF’S VISIT. it 











—a steam boat navigation of the Ohio, opening to the 
immense west, and a natural water power which may 
be commanded for manufacturing purposes to an extent, 
unsurpassed by any in the state. There would seem 
to be nothing wanting to complete her prosperity 
and the full development of her resources; but the 
completion of the public works,now authorized amongst 
us. 

We esteem it laudable and praise-worthy in the chief 
magistrate of a great state to visit its important sections 
—to examine the country—to inspect the improve- 
ments and mingle freely and equally with her free and 
happy citizens. There is a description of practical 
knowledge to be obtained in this mode, that can be 
acquired in no o'her. 

As a testimony of our respect we would be pleased 
to have your Excellency partake of a dinner with us, 
and with a number of your friends and fellow citizens, 
at the house of Col. Vera, to-morrow at two o’clock, 
P. M. 

John R. Shannon, 
Beniamin Adams, 
John S. Darragh, 
E. K. Chamberlin, 
John Pugh, 

John Vera, 

' John C. Doyle, 

| Wm. Taylor, 

| Charles Lukins, 
Joseph Hemphill, 
_ J.P. Johnston, 


John Dickey, 
James M’Elroy, 

M. F. Champlin, 

D. S. Stone, 
Andrew Logan, 
Thomas Thornily, 
John Baker, 
Archibald Robinson, 
J. Patterson, Bri’ton. 
Daniel Large, do. 
Thomas M’Creary. 


Beaver, June 14, 1831. 


Gentlemen:—Your polite invitation to partake of a 
| public dinner, at the house of Col. Vera, this day at two 
o’clock, has this moment been handed me, and I hasten 
| to thank you for this testimonial of your respect, and 
) the acceptable manner in which it has been tendered. 

I agree with you, that it is only by a personal inspec- 
tion of the western section (or indeed of any section) 
of the commonwealth, that a just estimate of its impor- 
tance and its advantages can be fully had. And it is 
} with a view to enable myself to form such an estimate, 

and bya personal examination of the public works, so 

far as practicable, to satisfy myself of the extent, the im- 
| portance and utility of the public improvements that 
| have been finished, are in progress towards comple- 
tion, or which have been authorized to be commenced 
and prosecuted, that I have ventured to leave the seat 
of government -for a season; my great regret is, that I 
cannot devote more of my time to an object in which 
we all have so deep a stake, and I am sure you will ap- 
| prove of my determination, when I assure you, that 

owing to that circumstance I cannot accept your kind 
invitation. 

I have seen enough of your country to satisfy myself 
of the great natural advantages it possesses; and the 
artificial improvements which have been authorized to 
be made, will not fail, when completed, to ensure the 
full development of her resources, and the entire con- 
summation of the prosperity it is destined to experience. 

To examine the country and inspect its improvements, 
isa duty which I have felt myself bound to perform.— 
To mingle freely and upon equal terms with my free 
and happy fellow citizens, affords me the purest grati- 
fication and delight. For the very flattering terms in 
which you have been pleased to express yourselves, 
with regard to this visit, pray you to accept my sincere 
thanks; and permit me to assure you that my appear- 
ance among my fellow citizens of Beaver county can- 
not be more acceptable to them, than the opportunity 
of seeing and shaking them by the hand is to myself. 

Accept, gentlemen, for yourselves, and those you 
represent, assurances of friendship and respect. 

Grorez Wotr. 
Joseph Vera, James McElroy and others. 
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CONSTITUTION OF 


THE WEST PENNSYLVANIA LYCEUM. 


I. The Association shall be composed of citizens of | 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and shall be known 
by the name, style, and title, of the West Pennsylvania \ 
Lyceum; whose object shall be to establish, in the west- | 
ern part of Pennsylvania, a school or schools, in which 
manual labour shall be connected with the study of the 
elements of a liberal education. 

Il. Every pupil shall be required to employ in agri- 
culture, horticulture, care of stock, or mechanic arts, 
not less than ¢hree, nor more than five hours each day, | 
on an average. Tlie avails of this labour shall be applied 
to the payment of his board, and the other expenses of 
the school. 

Ilf. No youth shall be admitted or continued a mem- 
ber of this school, whose talents and moral character | 
shall not appear to be good. The truths of divine reve- 
lation and practical religion, as well as the rudiments of | 
the arts and sciences, shall be diligently and prudently | 
inculcated. aa 

IV. The stock of the Association shall be divided into 
shares of one hundred dollars each, one-fourth payable | 
at the time of subscribing, and the other three parts in 
three equal instalments, to be paid before the first day | 
of April of each succeeding year. | 

VY. Each share shall entitle the holder to a vote in all 
the transactions of the Association. 

VI. Stockholders may transfer their shares, with the 
consent of two-thirds of the Board of Trustees. Each | 
transfer to be recorded in a book to be kept by the Se- | 
cretary for that purpose. 

Vil. On the first Tuesday of February, of every year, | 
the Association shall meet,—public notice of the time 
and place of meeting, to be given by the Trustees, two 
weeks previous,—for the purpose of electing, by ballot, | 
fifteen Trustees; at least twenty-five stockholders being | 
present. And should it happen, that an election should 
not be held on the above-mentioned day, then an elec- 
tion shall be held for the purpose aforesaid, within one | 
month after, public notice having been given as above | 
stated: Provided, the ‘Trustees already in office shall 
continue to serve until such election shall take place. 
Vacancies occurring in the Board of Trustees, by death 
or otherwise, may be filled by the Board itself, until the | 
annual election. 

VU, The Trustees shall take measures to procure 
the necessary funds, and dispose of them as they shall 
judge expedient, in the purchase of lands, buildings, | 
utensils, stock, and other things which may be required. 
And they shall have power to make contracts in behalf 
of the Association, and to mortgage their property; to | 
appoint or remove officers; to determine their compen- 
sation; and to exercise a general controul over the ope- | 
rations of the Institution. 

1X. The Trustees shall meet within a fortnight after | 
the annual election, and shall choose, by ballot, from | 
among themselves, a President Secretary, and from the | 
members of the Association, one, who is not a Trustee, 
to the office of Treasurer, who is to receive and account | 
for all moneys coming into his hands belonging to the 
Association, and shall report to the annual meeting of | 
the subscribers all receipts and disbursements during | 
the year; his accounts to be previously audited by two | 
stockholders, not Trustees, to be appointed by thé Board. | 
The Trustees shall have power to remove all, or any, of | 
the aforesaid officers, when they may think expedient; 
and shall present a detailed account of their proceed- 
ings to the annual meeting. 

X. Any five trustees shall form a quorum for business, | 
The ‘Trustees shall have power to convene the Associa- | 
tion when they think needful; and they shall do it when 
requested by any ten members of the Association. 

XI. No amendment shall be made to this Constitution, 
unless by the approbation of two-thirds of the stock- | 
holders present at the stated annual meeting. 


WEST PENNSYLVANIA LYCEUM—THE SWEDES. 





_but had made no great improvements. 


[foxy 


Trustees present—L. Halsey, S.C. Jennings, Job F. 


| Halsey, L. Loomis, H. Denny, A. L. Saunders, P. L. 


Passavant, G. H. Miller, S. Church, C. Avery, S. Thomp- 
son, M. Leech, Jolin M’Kee, F. Herron, and R. N. Ha- 
vens. 

At a meeting of the West Pennsylvania Lyceum, the 
following gentlemen were elected officers for the ensu- 
ing year: 

Hon. Harmar Denny, President. 

ht. N. Havens, Secretary. 

SamveExt Cavcncna, Treasurer. 
And Samuel Findlay was elected a Trustee, vice Samuel 
Church, appointed Treasurer, and the following gentle- 
men were appointed on the Executive Committee, to 
whom application for the admisssion of scholars must be 
made. 

Samuel Thompson, 

Luke Loomis, R. N. Havens, 

Rev. Charles Avery, A.L. Saunders, Zelienople 

a? Applicants for admission to the school, must be 


Rev. L. Halsey, 


| fifteen years of age, and of good moral character. 


The terms for the present will be—Tuition $20 per 
annum. The labour of the students to pay for their 
board. [ Pittsburg Gazette. 


THE SWEDES. 


The following few facts concerning the Swedes, the 
earliest cultivators of our soil, may be worthy of some 
brief notices, to wit: Penn’s letter says the Swedes and 
Fins came soon after tiie Dutch; while the latter pur- 
sued traffic the others turned to husbandry, settling 
chiefly about the freshes of the river Delaware. Such 
as Penn saw them, they were a plain, industrious people, 
Their houses 
were full of fine children, 

Numbers of Swedes lived about Kensington and on 
Gunner’s creek, before the arrival of Penn. They had 
grants of land from Alexander Henoyon, the Governor 
of New York, as early as 1664—that is the date of the 
deed to old Peter Cock for Shackamaxon. On that 
creek, three fourths of a mile from its mouth, now so 
diminished, they once built large sloops, and afterwards 
a brig at its mouth. 

The Swedes dwelt in numbers on Tinicum, calling 
the place New Gottenburg. At their church there, the 
first corpse ever buried was Catharine, daughter of 
Andrew Hanson, October 24, 1646. 

To the church upon Tinicum Island all the Swedes, 
settled along the Delaware, used to go in their canoes 
from long distances. They did the same in visiting the 


| primitive log church at Wiccaco,—almost all their con- 


veyances were preferred by water. There was a store 
upon Darby to which they always went by water, even 
when the land route was often nearest. 

The old Swedish inhabitants were said to be very 
successful in raising chick turkies; as soon as hatched 
they plunged them into cold water, and forced them 
to swallow a whole pepper corn,—they then returned 
it to the mother, and it became as hardy asa hen’s 
chick. When they found them drooping, their prac- 
tice was to examine the rump feathers, and such two 
or three as were found filled with blood were to be 
drawn, and the chick would revive and thrive, 

Kalm, the Swedish traveller, who was here among 
his countrymen in 1748, has left us such notices as fol- 
lows concerning them, to wit: 

The ancient Swedes used the sassafras for tea, and 
fora dye. From the persimon tree they made beer 
and brandy. They called the mullein plant the Indian 
tobacco; they tied it round their arms and feet, as a 
cure when they had the ague. They made their can- 
dies generally from the bayberry bushes; the root they 
used to cure the tooth ache with; from the bush they also 
made an agreeable smelling soap. The magnolia tree 


i they made use of for various medicinal purposes. 
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The houses of the first Swedish settlers were yery in- form in the United States, at a date posterior to the es- 
different; they consisted of but one room; the door was | tablishment of the Puritans, Roman Catholics, Quakers, 
so low as to require you to stoop. Instead of window | and Episcopalians. At is to be presumed that individu- 
panes of glass they had little holes, before which a slid- | als of this denomination, had in the spirit of personal en- 
ing board was put, or, on other occasions they had isin- ) terprise, emigrated at an early date of the settlement of 
glass; the cracks between logs were filled with clay; | the country, and were scattered throughout the colonies; 
the chimnies, in a corner, were generally of grey sand- | but these were destitute of any bond of union, and were, 
stone, or for want of it, sometimes of mere clay; the | In consequence, In no place sufficiently numerous to as- 
ovens were in the same room, ‘They had at first sep- asociatefin congregational, much less ir a Presbyterial ca- 
arate stables for the cattle; but after the English came | pacity. The Puritans of New England,the Roman Catho- 
and set the example, they left their cattle to suffer in| lics of Maryland, and the Quakers of Pennsylvania, 
the open air. The Swedes wore vests and breeches of | Delaware,and West Jersey,had emigrated from religious 
skins; hats were not used, but little caps with flaps be- | motives, and as they principally desired to preserve 
fore them. They made their own leather and shoes, | their distinctive religious character, ina land far re- 
with sole (like moccasins) of the same materials as the | moved from the vexatious evils, to which persecution 
tops. The women too, wore jackets and petticoats of | had subjected them inthe place of their birth, they came 
skins; their beds, excepting the sheets, were of skins, | in large numbers, and selected their residence with a 
of bears, wolves, &c. - Hemp they had none, but they | a view to peaceful religious association in the observ- 
used flax for ropes and fishing tackle. This rude state | ance of their respective rites. The cause which influ- 
of living was, however, in the country places principal-| enced them, had, as yet, exerted no power over the 
ly, and before the English came, who, rough as they | Presbyterians in Scotland. Inthe enjoyment of a reli- 
must have also lived for a time, taught a comparative , gion established by law and comprehending the larger 
state of luxury. portion of the talent, wealth, and population of the na- 
The Swedes seem, however, to have retained an he- | tion, they had no inducement, or rather were compell- 
reditary attachment to skin garments, for within the ed by no necessity to flee in lerge numbers to the ua- 
memory of the aged Mrs. S. she had seen old Mauntz | cultivated wilds of America. 
Stille, down the Passyunk road, in his calfskin vest and Soon after the restoration of Charles the 2d, however, 
jacket, and buckskin breeches. —Watson’s Annals. ithe Presbyterians of Scotland and Ireland were sub- 
| jected to a prosecution, which, in consequence of the 
resistance it aroused, became perhaps, more severe than 
that experienced by their predecessors to this country. 
BISTORE OF The subversion of the established religion of a nation, 
THE PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA, | and the substitution of another, which, from many con- 
NO. I. siderations, was particularly obnoxious, could not be 
From its origin, 2. D. 1706, to 4. D. 1831. | accomplished by the British monarch without resorting 
INTRODUCTION, | to the most inhuman executions, proscriptions and ban- 
A history of the Presbyterian Church in the United | ishment. These measures, relentlessly pursued until 
States, is yet adesideratum. ‘The importance of the | the accession of William the 3d, in 1668, rendered the 
ohject has not been overlooked, for as early as the year | provinces of America a desirable refuge, in which the 
1792, a special committee were appointed by the Gene- | Presbyterians, particularly of Scotland, might retain 
ral Assembly to collect materials and proceed with the | their strong religious attachments with entire exemption 
execution of the work. The difficulties which they en- | frem the perils which threatened them at home.* 
countered in obtaining the necessary documents, in con- | 
nection with circumstances arising from professional en- | OME 
gagements, have hitherto retarded the accomplishment | THE DIARY OF A NATURALIST. 
of this interesting design. It is extremely desirable, Or Memoranda of the weather; arrival of birds; flower- 
however, that the project should not be abandoned. A) ing of plants, &c, for the spring of the year 1830. 
church which has its ramifications in almost every state| Kept at the ‘* Bartram Botanic Garden,” on the right 
and territory in the Union; which in numerical force| bank of the river Schuylkill, below the city of Phila- 
may be considered as occupying a place in the front | delphia. By John B. Carr. 
rank; whose moral and religious influence is command- 5 ; 
ing and widely diffused, and which, in regard to wealth| “arch 1. Wind, a strong north-east, with snow and 
and talent, would not suffer by comparison with any oth- | Tain. Large flights of robins, (rurpus migratorius, ) 
er religious denomination in our country, deserves, and | feeding on the red-cedar berries, (sun1reRus virgini- 
demands a historian. And circumstances appear to in- 2%4@,) in the vicinity of the garden. A small flock of 
dicate the propriety and necessity of an early accom- cow-birds, (EMBERIZA pecoris, ) were observed feeding 
plishment of the object; as the older records are expo-| '9 the woods, with many blue-birds, (moTactLLa sialis,) 
sed to many casualties which may prove destructive to | Which have been deceived by the mild weather of the 
their existence, whilst much information which may be last week of February. Spring, or winter aconite, 








From the Presbyterian. 








termed traditionary, is in the lapse of every year be- 
coming less exact and authentic. 

It has occurred te the author of thissketch that if an 
individual from each of the Presbyteries, and especially | 
of those of the earliest date, should be charged with 





the duty of collecting and publishing the most interest- | 


ing facts relating to the history of his own particular | 
Presbytery, the general historian of the Church would | 
be furnished in the most effectual manner, with ample 
and authentic annals, and thus be enabled to discharge 
his duty with comparative ease. 

The present essay has been undertaken in the hope 
that the example may prove stimulative, and that the 
inferior judicatories of the church, may perceive the 
propriety of respectively contributing their quota of ma- 
terials, 

GENERAL VIEWS. 
The Presbyterian Church assumed its ecclesiastical 


(erantuts hyemalis, vel neLenornvs hyemalis,) snow- 
drop,(@aLanTuus nivalis,) hearts’-ease, (vroxa tricolor, ) 
and skunk cabbage, (rornos fetida,) in flower. In 
the hot-house we have a fine amary tis in flower, from 
Rio de Janeiro. This afternoon two vessels sailed up 
the Schuylkill, the first this season. 

2. Snow has fallen all night, and this morning is three 
inches deep—continuing to snow all day, and at sunset 
is eight or ten inches deep—wind NE. moderate—at 8. 
P.M. clear and freezing. 

3. Fine sleighing in the morning, but commencing 
to thaw inthe middle of the day—in the evening the 
sleighs were going through the mud—wind NE.—at 
sunset clear and cold, wind SW. 

4, A fine March morning; the winter wren, (morTs- 


*See Christian Advocate, No. for January 1825, 
where this subject is more fully discussed. 
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crix troglodytes,) crested titmouse, (parvs bicolor,) and 
black capped titmouse, (parvs africapillus,) are singing 
about the house as merry as crickets. ‘he flowers 
are several inches uncer the snow yet—wind NE., and 
freezing. 

5. A fine thawing day. Wind SW.—Thermometer 
54° at 3 P.M. During the morning the jay-birds, (cor- 
vus cristatus,) kildeer plover, (cuaRapnrivs vociferus, ) 
and flicker, (pices auratus,) were observed—snow be- 
gining to disappear. 

6. Rained until noon—3 P.M. thermometer at 50°— 
in the afternoon very foggy—blue-jays and large flocks 
of meadow larks, (ataupa magna,) are flying about— 
wind SW. 

7. Morning warm and drizzling—very foggy—blue- 
jays, winter wrens, blue-birds, kildeers, creste:i tit- 
mouse. Inthe morning there was a shower of rain 
from the W. with thunder in the distance. Lightning 
in the SSE.—wind brisk from SSW. 

8. Aclear warm morning: about 10 A.M.wind chang- 
ed to N. W.—weather colder—saw « flock of wild pi- 
geons (coLomBa migratoria,) and cow-buntings. Be- 
gan freezing about 5 P.M. 

9. Ice this morning an inch in thickness. Clear and 
cool, wind NW., moderate. In the middle of the day 
thawing in the sun—crow blackbirds, (cracuxa quis. 
cala,) are seen about the house, very tame—freezing in 
the evening—wind WSW. 

10. Fine moderate day—wind SW.—at 3 P.M. ther- 
mometer 44° in the shade. Robins are observed flying 
about. This morning commenced work in the garden. 

11. Warm and hazy—8 A. M. thermometer 40°— 
wind SSW. rather brisk—cloudy at 11 o’clock with 
every appearance of rain—evening foggy, wind N. and 
cool—large flocks of red-winged black-birds, (srurnvs 
predatorius, ) passing to the north, and large numbers of 
ducks in the Schuylkill. The snow has not entirely 
disappeared, but | have observed the beautiful early 
veronica - in flower; (this lovely blue flower has 
puzzled our botanists; ) common mouse-ear chick-weed, 
(crnastium vulgatum,) appears as if it had flowered 
all winter, as there are ripe and half ripe seeds,and flow- 
ers on the same plant at present. 

12. Warm and clear—wind SW.—thermometer at 
noon 47°. 

13. Morning cloudy—thermometer 38°—at 10 A.M. 
cleared up warm—wind SW., very strong. Frost 
flower, (pRaBa verna vel EROPHILA vulgaris,) in bloom 
—wild geese, (anas canadensis,) passing to the north 
—evening cloudy. 

14. Fine spring morning—large flocks of red-winged 
black-birds, and crow black-birds flying towards the 





north—wind brisk from NW .—thermometer at noon 48°, | 


15. Warm and clear, wind NW.—planted peas, pota- 
toes, &c. this day. 


16. Cloudy and cool—wind NE.—thermometer in 





LE 


| houses—song sparrows, (FRINGILLA melodia,) cheer us 

, with their music to-day. 

| 22. Morning clear and warm—large flocks of wild 
geese flying towards the NE.—11 A. M. distant thunder 
towards WS W.—commenced raining at 4 P. M.—clear- 

| ed at sunset. 

| 23. Last night experienced a heavy thunder storm, 

} accompanied with heavy driving rain from WNW.— 

morning fine—robins singing—wind NW.—afternoon 

blustering and cool. 

24. A slight skim of ice this morning—weather clear 
and fine—wind NE. 

25. Fine day until evening—robins continue their 
song—commenced snowing toward evening—wind NE. 

26. Rain—stormy wind from NE.—large flights of 
wild pigeons flying toward the south—the whole town- 
ship up in arms shooting at them. 

27. A fine moderate day—wind SW, Henbit or arch- 
angel (Lamium amplevicaule) in flower. 

58. Morning clear, with a blustering wind from the 
NW.—afternoon fine weather—thermometer at 3 P. 
M. 54°. 

29. Warm and slightly hazy—wind NE.—kingfisher 
(atcepo aleyon) flying about—red ow] (strix asio) hoot- 
ing—blue-flowered houstonia (moustonia cerulea) in 
| flower. 

30. Weather fine and warm—Claytonia Virginica, 
and speedwell (veronica arvensis) in flower. 

31. Raining nearly all day—wind NE.—in the after- 
noon changed to NW. and cleared about sunset. 

April1. A fine day--wind SW.—apricots in bloom— 
peaches nearly open—shad fishing has commenced in 
Schuylkill—at 8 P. M. raining. 

2. Continued raining all day—martens (arruNno pur- 
purea) have arrived from the south. 

3. Weather fine and clear—wind SW.—Dutchman’s 
breeches (conypaxis cucu/laria, vel picryTRa cucullaria) 
in flower—pewits beginning to build their nests. 

4. Fine weather continues—wind Sw. Colts-foot 
| (russrLaco ptasites), witch hazle(uamMamELIs virginica), 
| weeping willow (saxrx babylonica), and cornelian cherry 
| (cornvus mascula), in flower. - 
| 5 and 6. Clearand warm—wind SW. 
| 7. Clear and cool—wind N.—red-headed wood-peck- 

ers (r1cus erythrocephalus), are seen about the garden. 
| 8, Clearand pleasant—wind SW.—apricots, peaches, 
| red maple (acer rubrum), hazlenuts, primroses, narcis- 
| sus, jonquils, &c, in flower, 

Po Morning cloudy, with every appearance of rain— 
wind NE.—clear at noon—ground ivy (eLEcnoma hede- 
racea), and puccoon, or Indian paint, (saneuINaRIa canu- 

| densis), in flower. 











| 10. A NE. drizzling wind has continued all day. 


11. A fine clear day—wind ESE. and S.—spice wood 
(xaurvs benzoin), Lombardy poplar (rorutus dilatata), 


| and skunk cabbage in flower—the little sparrows (FRIN- 


the morning 34°—at noon 40°—primroses, (primvuxa | e1LLa socialis) are plenty now. 


vulgaris, ) in flower in the open border. 
17. Rain, and strong NE. wind in the morning—SW. 


12. Clear and warm—wind SW. 
13. Fine weather continnes—wind NE. Barn swal- 


in the afternoon—NW. in the evening. Rained all | lows (ainunDo americanus), and purple martins are now 


day—the pewits, (muscicara nunciola,) have arrived. 

18, Rain continues—wind S W .—about 10 A. M. shift- 

ed to NW.—Filberts and hazlenuts, (corytvs,) in flow- 
er. 
19. A fine lively morning—a little ice and frost— 
wind NE.—thermometer at 10 A. M. 45°—3 P.M. 54° 
—wind NNW. Last evening the spring frogs, (Rana 
flavi-viridis,) were heard for the first time this season. 
In the evening a fine light breeze from the west. 

20. Fine morning—wind SW.—thermometer at 9 
o’clock A.M. 45°—at 3 P.M. 54°—evening 50°. Flick- 
ers singing. 

21. Drizzling in the morning—wind SW.—thermom- 
eter at 9, 3, and 5 o’clock, 53°, 60°, and 54°. Shad 
frogs, (Rana halecina,) and leopard frogs (nana palus- 
tris,) have made their appearance—a pair of winter 
wrens were building their nest in one of the green 
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| plenty. 

14. A cold disagreeable day—wind NE.—afternoon 
showery. 

15. The finest day we have enjoyed this spring— 
caLTaa palustris, TRILLIUM sessile, TRILLIUM grand) flo- 
rum, JEFPERSONIA diphylla, anpnomEDa calyculata, and 
| service-tree (pyrvus Lotryapium), in flower. 

16. Fine weather continues—wind NE. 

17. Warm and pleasant—in the afternoon wind SW. 

18. Warmand cloudy—wind NE,—at 10 A. M. clear- 
ed up. 

19. Morning and part of the afternoon clear and fine— 
| in the evening cloudy, with the wind NW. 

20. Morning disagreeably cool, with white frost—af- 
ternoon fine weather—bhyacinths in full bleom. 

21. Clear and warm—goldfinches (vrincitta dristis) 
have arrived. 
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99, Fine weather continues—chimney birds (urrUnpo | 
pelasgia), and house wren (moracrLta domestica), have | 
arrived—cow buntings are pairing. 
23. Very warm—the plants suffer much from the pre- | 
vailing drought—wind SW.—red bud cercrs (canaden- | 
sis), and European horse chestnut (ascutcs hippocas- 
tanum), in flower—wood-robin (rurpus melodius), che- | 
wink, or tohee-bunting, (empentza erythropthalma), and | 
summer yellow-bird (sytvra citronella), have arrived. | 

24. Clear and dry—wind SW. and W. 

25. Very foggy and warm—wind E. and ENE, and 
variable, 

26. A very acceptable rain, which terminates the 11 
days drought. 

27. A smart frost last night—ice was formed from the 
condensed vapours of the green house—wind NW. 

28. Clear and warm—wind SW.—crrastium fenui- 
folium, sTELLARIA pubera, tulips, horse-chestnuts, mag- 
nolias, double-flowering cherries, sweet scented shrubs, 
(carycantuus fluridus), and lilac (srrinea vulgaris), in 
full bloom. 

29. Morning cool and cloudy—afternoon fine and 
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25. Cool and cloudy in the morning—wind NE. 
brisk. 

26. Warm and clear. 

27. Clear and warm—brought the plants home from 
the exhibiticn uninjured. 

28. Fine weather continues—the humming birds are 
building their nests, 

29. Very warm—wind SW. 

30. Drizzling allday—wind ESE. 

31. Clear and warm—wind SW. 

June 1. Morning cloudy, and drizzling—the humming 
birds have commenced incubation. 

2 and 3. Clear and warm—wind SW. 

4. Rain—wind NE. 

5. Clear and pleasant—a few of the periodical or 17 
years locust (crcapa) singing. 

8. Rain—wind NE. 

7. Clear and warm.—Summer has commenced. 


| ANTHRACITE, A FUEL FOR STEAMBOATS. 


Weare much gratified to find by an extract of a let- 


warm—wind SW. Made a visit to New Jersey—ob- | ter from a friend in Philadelphia, which we take plea- 
served the sILENE pennsylvanica, EUPHORBIA ipecacuanha, | sure to insert in our columns of this week, that this 
anaBis lyrata, ANTIRRHINUM canadense, HELONIAS Latifo- | truly great branch of economy and comfort is destined 
lia, &c. in flower. The night-hawk (carrimurevs ameri- | to be aided by the greatest staple of Pennsylvania, An- 


canus) was noticed. 
30. Clear—pleasant SW. wind. 
appears animated with birds—orioles, sparrows, fly- 


thracite coal—and we respectfully refer our readers to 


The whole garden | the extract. 


It may not be amiss to inform the public how easily 


catchers, watblers, thrushes, humming birds (rrocaixus | this experiment. has been made. 


colubris), &c. are seen in every direction. 

May \. Clear and fine—wind SW. The shad fishing 
re-commenced this morning, having been suppressed 
since Monday, April 26, on account of the freshet. Birds 
as plenty as yesterday--garden overrun with visiters. 

2. Fine weather continues—wind SW. 

3. Morning warm, with showers--afternoon steady 
rain—wind SE, and NE. 

4, Clear and warm—wind SW.—-seeds of the white 
maple (acer dasycarpum) ripe and shedding. 

5. Clear and warm—reed birds (eMBERIZzA or yzevora, 
now ICTERUS ogripennis,) have made their appearance— 
night-hawks are observed flying about, and the whip- 
poor-will (caPrimuLeus vociferus) was heard during the 
evening. 

6. Fine and warm--removed the plants from the 
green-house to-day—-sTELLaRIa pubera, sprmeas, and 
vinurnems in bloom. 

7. Morning cool—slight frost--wind NW. 

8. Clear and warm—wind SW. 

9, Weather pleasant--wind NE. and SW. 


| The steamboat Pennsylvania was originally built for a 
| leading passage boat to ply between Philadelphia and 
Bordentown, &c.; for which purpose she succeeded 
| pretty well until more powerful engines were introdu- 
| ced into passage boats, to give a swifter motion, when 
she went out of the service and was laid up for several 
years. The boat and engine were finally sold to the 
| Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company, for the small sum 
of $1800. It was the Company’s intention to use her 
for towing their coal in tide to Philadelphia, and to fit 
her up so as to use the Lehigh coal under her boilers. 
‘They made an application to one of the first rate en- 
| gine makers in Philadelphia for an estimate of the cost 
to fit her up, and the estimate being about $3000, was 
deemed too discouraging to make the change. The 
Board on a further examination of the engine by their 
committee, came to the conclusion that no radical 
change was wanting and that two alterations only were 
necessary toconsummate their wishes. The first was to 
make a new set of grating of the length of the old ones 
with spaces between each 1} inch in the clear, and raise 





10. Fine weather continues—yellow breasted chat | them about 6 inches. 


(earrutvs australis) singing. 
11. Warm and dry—wind SW.—night-hawks setting. 
12. Morning cool—a few humming birds were shot 
to-day. 
they were last season. 


13. Morning drizzling—wind NE. light—afternoon 


cloudy but no rain. , 
14, Light vain in the morning—afternoon clear. 
-15. Clear and warm—wind SW. 


16. Clear and warm—rode up to the gulf mills, about 
17 miles NW. of Philadelphia, and observed some plants 
of ginseng, (panax guinquefolia,) and GeRaRDIa querci- 


These birds are not so plenty this year, as 


The 2d, or other alteration, was to throw aside the 
| wood, and use coal only; retaining, however, sufficient 
wood to completely kindle the fire. 

The whole expense of the alteration very little ex- 
ceeded $100; and thus the mountain of difficulties which 
had suspended the operations of their steamboat more 

| than a year, ended in the trifling alteration of the grate 
| bars, when complete success attended the experiment. 
| —Mauch Chunk Courier. 

Anthracite Coal succeeding in Steamboats. 
The following extract ofa letter from a friend in Phi- 





fola growing near the road. Caught a rare species of | ladelphia, completely removes all doubt asto the fitness 


scarabeus. 


17. Morning foggy—remainder of the day clear and 


warm, 
18—21. Warm and clear—southerly winds prevail. 


22, Warm and clear—evening cloudy, with every ap- 


pearance of rain—wind SE. 


23. Cloudy—commenced raining at 2 P. M. andcon- 


tinued until evening. 


24, Clear and warm—occupied in preparing plants 
rare flowers, fruits, &c. for the Horlicul/ural exhibition, 
to be held by the society in Philadelphia, on the 25th 


and 26th. 


of anthracite coal asa fuel for raising steam, and proves 
| its vast superiority over wood for that purpose. 
“You request to be informed of the operation and 
performance of the Steamboat Pennsylvania, which 
boat is now regularly plying between Philadelphia and 
Coal Haven, (near Trenton) about 33 miles, in towing 
the arks of coal for the Lehigh Coal and Navigation 
Company from Coal Haven to Philadelphia, We use 
under the steam boilers Lehigh (anthracite) coal exclu- 
sively, excepting in lighting up the fire which is done 
with wood. 
| It takes 50 minutes, from the time the fire is lighted 
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to get the steam from cold water up to 16 inches of | be ineffectual, for the increase of the insect tribe is pro- 
pressure, when it maintains that pressure during the | digious, and if they are permitted to remain undisturbed 
voyage to Coal Haven; the engine making 20a 25 re- | on one tree, enough will arrive at maturity to pollute a 
volutions per minute, and on returning she tows three | whole neighbourhood.—Harrisburg Chronicle. 
full setts* of Delaware arks, carrying nearly four hun- 
dred tons of coal, making 10 to 15 revolutions per minute. 
She consumes in the trip about 3 tons of coal; egg coal 
is preferred by the engineer, which cval it is believed | 
at the present prices does not cost half as much as wood, | scription of them, and the fly that has come out of them, 
to produce equal effects on this engine. Our engineer | is deemed worthy of publication. ‘The cocoon is fully 
on board the Pennsylvania (who was a sub-engineer on | as large as a turkey’s egg, and resembles that of the com- 
the same boat formerly when she used wood fuel) de-| mon silkworm in other respects, except in the fibre, 
clares that in the best period of the boat when using | which looks like flax. The fly is very beautiful, and 
the best wood they could procure, she never did so | very large, the size of a wren, Its antennz are black, 
wellas she now does,’’—Jb. legs and back red, body striped. It measures between 
the extremities of its wings six inches. We should be 
Sales of Public Stocks in this city during the week end- | glad to obtain the flies for preservation; and if they 
ing 25th inst. Par. | shall have produced eggs, a few would be very accept- 











Native Sinkworms.—We are informed that a lady, 
near Georgetown, D. C., has a couple of cocoons of the 
native silkworm of so extraordinary a size, that a de- 




















$4,420 |U.S. 44 per cts. of 1828 price | able.—.4merican Farmer. 
l i in- : ° ° 
ae ail The worm referred to, in the above article, is fre- 
2.000 atntiadate cet aes quently found in this region. .4 cocoon was handed to 
: Anetintlin ie 1850, at 1089] 100 | U%,in the summer of 1829, by our neighbour, Major 
2.000 Do ad do * 109 | 100 | Philips, taken from the twig of an apple tree in his gar- 
1.000 Do 8 1854 1094! 100 | den, and the fly it produced was one of the most splen- 
1709 54 Do ip 1094 did insects we ever beheld. The worm is large, its 
725 46 Do a. oe 1093| 100 | colour beautifully variegated with red and yellow, feeds 
OiO Mathieh dannteReemihin upon various garden vegetables, but seems to prefer the 
i & 1834, at 1024] 100 ; fennel and loveage plants, more than any other. We 
2 350 Do na 1836, at 1034 have been politely favoured by Major Fhilips with a 
4.200 Do do 1839. - 1043! 100 | number of the eggs, produced a few days since, which 
a we Sittin it Net Anatom , at 463 | 400| We have transmitted in a letter, per mail, to the post- 
7: 00 . Maeemeuhe Se Boahie Bank, P at 69 | 59 | Master, Baltimore, for the editor of the “American 
100 « Do - , at 693} 50 | Farmer.”—Crawford Messenger. 
10 ** |/Commercial Bank, at 64 |; 50 ee eS ee ee 
37 “ (Mechanic’s Bank, at 494; 35 THE REGISTER. 
58 “ Do do ee manne Seep pyre pieeeiamn 
200 ** |North American Insurance, 11 80 10 | JULY 2, 1831. 
15 “ |Pennsylvania Fire Insurance, Lc. ee: ee 
25 * |American Insurance, at 26} 25 | GF More completely to designate our Register from 
3 “ |Chesapeake and Del. Canal, at 156/ 200 | all other works of the same kind, we have made a slight 
“ J 2 . al ° ° : 
90 ne oy and Frenchtown Rail Seal 28 | alteration in the title. 
ad, 
40 “ Shae oo cane ea and ane” 74 | We have received the first number of the “Monthly 
"mS : dad, . ° 
10 « |North American Coal Company, atl3} 25 | American Journal of Geology and Natural Science;” 
7 ** |Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland | and are gratified with the appearance, in this city, of a 


Steam Navigation Company, at15| 50 | work, which promises, so far as we can form an opinion 
aa oy erie rw ee and Ex. from a cursory view of its contents, to impart useful in- 
ee ee ere | formation in that department of knowledge, and to in- 


Carerrittars.—These insects are making havoc in | spire a love for the study of nature, It is to appear 
eur orchards and gardens, and we see it stated, that in | monthly—is published by Henry H, Porter, at the mode- 
aoe parts of the state, they strip the forest of its ver- | 3+. price of $3 50 per annum; and is edited by G. W. 

ure. 


In this town and neighbourhood, a taste for the | 1 1 
best kinds of fruit trees prevails, and those who have | Featherstonhaugh, Esq., whose perTD ON ee 
been at the expense and trouble of obtaining choice | lately so numerously attended by ourcitizens, Besides 


varieties, very naturally try all prescriptions found in the ‘* Diary of a Naturalist,” which we have taken the 
books and newspapers, to prevent the depredations of | liberty of inserting in to-days Register, the present num- 
caterpillars upon fruit trees, , . . ; 

ber of the Journal contains several interesting articles; 





Boring and introducing | 


sulphur has been tried, but without the desired effect, ’ : 
as have been all other remedies of the preventive kind, | among which, we notice the introduction to a “continu- 


so far as we can learn. The only effective means of ar- | ous Essay on Geology,” an account of the “ Rhinoce- 





resting the ravages of this insect, are to cut off the bough 
or leaves on which the eggs, from which it is produced, 
are deposited, and to cast them into the fire. This last 
precaution is necessary, because if the caterpillars are 
trodden under foot, there is danger some of the larvz | 
may remain to be warmed into life. 

But unless art who have fruit trees, destroy these de- 


stroyers, the effects of those who do proceed in it will twelve in the year. 





*It may not be inapplicable to remark that the fleet 
of arks is composed of twenty seven distinct sections, with 


|roides Alleghaniensis” found in this state, and also an 
‘essay “on the ancient drainage of North America, and 
the origin of the cataract of Niagara;” all from the pen 
of the editor. The present number also contains two 
lithographic plates; of which, there are to be at least 





Weare happy to notice, that the sale of the valuable 
“ Catechism of Health,” has been so rapid as to encour- 


square bows, which doubtlessly retards the speed in a | age the publication of a second edition. 


great degree, and renders the velocity much less than 


if it was one boat with keel and rudder and a sharp bow. | 
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